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January 15, 2020 

 

Attention Teachers! 

 

Flight - Student and Family Preview - Tuesday, February 18, 2020 
 

This popular program exposes some 3,000 students per season to fully staged, professional opera 

productions. Full-time students in elementary, middle, secondary, and post-secondary institutions, as well as 

home learners, have the opportunity to attend the dress rehearsals for Pacific Opera Victoria’s productions. 

Tickets are ordered in advance through a recognized school, college, or university, or through the Pacific 

Opera or RMTS box office.  

 

As well, we’ve included a special offer for Flight – teachers may book unlimited chaperones, for this 

performance only, as a way to share the joy of opera and celebrate a Canadian Première!  

 

Included on our website (pacificopera.ca/event/preview) you will find: 

• Information on the upcoming production of Dove’s Flight 

• 1 Permission Form for you to copy for students  

(please fill in all of the blanks on the top half of the form before distributing to students) 

• 1 Tracking Sheet for you to make copies of as needed 

 

If you have any questions about our Student and Family Preview or complimentary in-school Living Opera 

program, please contact Amy Culliford at boxoffice@pacificopera.ca or 250-385-0222. 

 

See you at the opera! 

 

 

     

Amy Culliford 

Box Office Manager 
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Flight 
 

Music by Jonathan Dove 

Words by April De Angelis 

 
A Canadian Première 
 

 

Student Preview  
Tuesday, February 18, 2020, at 7 pm 
Royal Theatre 
 
 
What happens when a storm traps a group of strangers overnight in an airport?  
Laughter. Chaos.  And heartbreak.  
 
Stranded together for the night, our travelers are all looking for some kind of magic to change their 
lives. A vacationing couple want to rekindle the spark in their marriage. A middle-aged divorcée is 
waiting for her young fiancé to show up. A diplomat and his pregnant wife are caught between hope 
and dread as they head for a new posting in cold, boring Minsk.  
 
We also meet the airport workers – the Controller, the Immigration Officer, the Steward and 
Stewardess, who are carrying on a steamy affair – and a refugee, who has made the airport his home. 
 
One of the most popular of contemporary operas, with a notable cinematic score, Flight was inspired 
by the true story of a refugee who lived in an airport for 18 years. Despite its serious theme, this opera 
is full of laugh-out-loud scenes and show-stopping musical moments. When the orchestra mimics the 
earth-shaking sound of a jet taking off, we are reminded of the thrill of flying. Later, rip-roaring storm 
music evokes the fury of lightning, the boom of thunder, and the howling of wind and rain. 
 
Flight is a great modern comedy and an important story of our time. Pacific Opera Victoria’s production 
marks the first time this opera has ever been staged in Canada.  
 
 
In English with English surtitles   Students $15 / Chaperones $15 
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Living Opera - Complimentary In-classroom Workshops 
Offered from February 3rd to February 18th, 2020 
(Recommended for grades 3 to 8)  

 
An engaging introduction to opera for elementary school students, bringing singing storytellers into 
the classroom for 40 fun minutes of music-based learning. 

 
Collaboration in Opera 
 
Opera Anna and Super Geoff return! Through the lens of Pacific Opera Victoria’s 2020 production of 
Flight, and our school tour of The Flight of the Hummingbird, Anna and Geoff will continue to look at 
the vital roles both on stage and off involved in staging an opera, as well as expanding on the story 
telling techniques employed by singing performers and directors alike. This 40-minute presentation 
is for any classroom looking to actively engage in exploring the story telling world of opera and 
offers live music and classroom participation. 

 
Curriculum Connections 
Arts Education K-7  
• Explore relationships between identity, place, culture, society, and belonging through the arts  

• Create artistic works collaboratively and as an individual using ideas inspired by imagination, 
inquiry, experimentation, and purposeful play  

• Express feelings, ideas, and experiences through the arts  

• Examine relationships between the arts and the wider world  

• Reflect on works of art and creative processes to understand artists’ intentions  

• Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of personal, social, cultural, historical, and 
environmental contexts in relation to the arts  

• Observe, listen, describe, inquire, and predict how artists (dancers, actors, musicians, and visual 
artists) use processes, materials, movements, technologies, tools, and techniques 

Language Arts K-7  
• Make connections between ideas from a variety of sources and prior knowledge to build 
understanding  

• Recognize how different texts reflect different purposes.  

• Engage actively as listeners, viewers, and readers, as appropriate, to develop understanding of self, 
identity, and community 
 

To book your complimentary in-class Living Opera workshop, please contact 
Amy at Pacific Opera Victoria, 250-385-0222 or boxoffice@pacificopera.ca 
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Student Previews for the 2019/20 Season 

Live opera performances for only $15 each for students, teachers, and chaperones 

 Il trittico Flight Carmen 

Il trittico by Giacomo Puccini Tuesday, October 15, 2019, at 7 pm 

Three short operas in one evening! Puccini’s Il trittico (The Triptych) tells three very different stories in 
three distinct settings.  

• Il tabarro (The Cloak) is a dark, moody thriller that takes place on a barge on the river Seine in 
Paris, where a fateful love triangle leads to murder. 

• Suor Angelica (Sister Angelica) is a heartbreaking tragedy of loss, suicide, and forgiveness as a 
nun with a devastating secret is torn by love, grief, and guilt. 

• Gianni Schicchi is a wicked black comedy. A group of greedy relatives scheme to secure the 
inheritance of their dead uncle – but they are out-maneuvered by a clever rogue named Gianni 
Schicchi. 

In Italian with English surtitles 

 
Flight by Jonathan Dove Tuesday, February 18, 2020, at 7 pm 

Inspired by the true story of an Iranian refugee who lived at Charles de Gaulle Airport for 18 years, 
Flight is set in an airport where a group of travellers are grounded overnight by a storm and find their 
lives changed in unexpected ways.  Although it explores serious issues of exile and statelessness, Flight 
is also surprisingly funny and in fact is one of the most popular comic operas of our time. The plight 
of refugees is frequently in the news today – making this opera as relevant as when it was written two 
decades ago. 

In English with English surtitles 

 
Carmen by Georges Bizet Tuesday, April 14, 2020, at 7 pm 

Carmen is the story of a fiercely independent woman who is determined to write her own destiny, 
whatever the consequences. When Carmen fixes on Don José as her next (but certainly not her last) 
lover, the naïve young soldier cannot deal with his own jealousy and possessiveness. With an 
unforgettable heroine and irresistible music that has become part of popular culture, it is no wonder 
that Carmen has become one of the most famous operas of all time. 

In French with English surtitles 

To book Student Preview tickets, please contact Amy Culliford, Box Office Manager 
boxoffice@pacificopera.ca or 250-385-0222  



 
 

 
250.382.1641          |           925 BALMORAL ROAD, VICTORIA BC   V8T 1A7          |          PACIFICOPERA.CA 

 

Need transportation to the opera?  

Wilson’s Transportation will offer a 15% discount to any schools booking bus 
transportation to the opera!  

Please call them at 250-475-3235 to make a booking! 
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Permission Form 
 
Dear Parent or Guardian, 
 
Your child is invited to attend the Student Dress Rehearsal for Pacific Opera Victoria’s production of 
Dove’s Flight on February 18th at 7pm. 
Please read the information at the top of this form, then sign and return the permission slip at the 
bottom of this form to _______________________________ by ________________________________. 
 
Event Information - 
 
Date:   Tuesday, February 18th at 7pm (performance ends approx. 9:30pm) 
  *performance begins promptly at 7pm. Audience must be seated by 6:55pm* 
 
Location:  The Royal Theatre, 805 Broughton Street (corner of Blanshard)  
 
Purpose:  An educational opportunity to attend a live, professional opera 
 
Cost:   $15 for students / $15 for chaperones 
   
Cash or cheque payable to: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Means of Transportation: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Special Instructions: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Save this part of the form for future reference. 
 
 

Cut here--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Cut here 
 
 

Sign this part of the form and return it to your child's teacher. 
 
________________________________has permission to attend the Student Dress Rehearsal for Pacific 
Opera Victoria’s production of Dove’s Flight on February 18th at 7pm. 
 
Enclosed, please find cash/cheque in the amount of _______________to cover the cost. 
 
In an emergency, please contact: Name: _________________________________________  
 
Phone: ______________________________  E-Mail: __________________________________ 
 
I wish to be a chaperone    Yes    No   (please note, each school is allowed to bring a limited number of chaperones) 

 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________ Date: _____________________ 



250.382.1641 | info@pacificopera.ca | 925 BALMORAL ROAD | VICTORIA BC V8T 1A7 | pacificopera.ca 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Student Tracking Sheet 

 Attendee Name 
Permission 

Form 
Returned 

Ticket 
Paid For 

Parent Name & Contact 
Info 

(Chaperone y/n) 
Notes 

1      

2      

3      

4      

5      

6      

7      

8      

9      

10      

11      

12      



250.382.1641 | info@pacificopera.ca | 925 BALMORAL ROAD | VICTORIA BC V8T 1A7 | pacificopera.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendee Name 
Permission 

Form 
Returned 

Ticket 
Paid For 

Parent Name & Contact 
Info 

(Chaperone y/n) 
Notes 

13      

14      

15 
     

16      

17      

18      

19      

20      

21      

22      

23      

24      

25      

26      

27      

28      

29      

30      

31      

32      

33      

34      



Pacific Opera Victoria and Vancouver Opera have collaborated to
co-commission and co-produce a new opera for young audiences with 
music by Maxime Goulet and libretto by Haida artist Michael Nicoll 
Yahgulanaas, and Barry Gilson.

In this enchanting opera, the animals of the forest are inspired to come 
together by Dukdukdiya the Hummingbird, to save their beautiful home 
from a raging fire.

The Flight of the Hummingbird is based on an Indigenous parable from the 
Quechuan people of South America. The story of the brave Hummingbird 
travelled through pre-contact trade routes to become well known within 
Haida culture. This opera is influenced by the graphic novel written by 
Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaas and will include elements of his dramatic 
Haida-manga illustrations.

The opera is 45-minutes in length, features four singers and a small 
ensemble, and is suitable for students in Kindergarten through Grade 9. 
The production is accompanied by a study guide aligned with the First 
Peoples Principles of Learning and the B.C. curriculum. The study guide 
was created by an advisory council of Indigenous artists, educators and 
knowledge keepers.

The Flight of the Hummingbird stage director is Glynis Leyshon with
musical direction by Kinza Tyrell.

Hummingbird
A new opera for young audiences touring
British Columbia in January 2020

The Flight of the

On tour January to April 2020.

Schools: $800 +GST per performance
Limited bursaries available

Community bookings also available.

BOOKING NOW OPEN!

pacificopera.ca/whats-on/opera-etc/for-youth

Pacific Opera Victoria and Vancouver Opera in Schools present:

Commissioning Partner Supported by
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