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The Two Mary Kennedys
What’s in a name? Well there could
be a fair bit of confusion if you’re one
of Pacific Opera Victoria’s stalwart
volunteers, the two Mary Kennedys.
On paper, they’re almost identical:
both are retired academics with a
passion for opera who play important
roles in our roster of 100 volunteers
who support Pacific Opera’s 180
annual events.
The parallels in the lives of the two
Bravo members are striking, starting
with how they both treat retirement
as an opportunity for another career.
Dr. Mary F. Kennedy, 80, has been
a volunteer leader for the last two
decades and her short curly hair,
often tinted in colourful shades of
lavender and red, is a familiar sight
to opera patrons. The Newfoundland
native was a professor at Memorial
University, where she researched
education technology (the study
of teaching and learning). She
still teaches online, part-time for
Athabasca University.
Dr. Mary A. Kennedy, 75, is a
professor emeritus of music
education at the University of Victoria,

where she focused on choral music,
creativity, and the impact of music
on the community. She is also still
involved in academia, and she directs
music at Victoria’s Broad View United.
They met at a Pacific Opera event,
where everyone was amused to have
two Drs. Mary Kennedy in their midst.
Meanwhile, they were both teaching
part-time at UVic and getting each
other’s mail. Not surprisingly, they
struck-up a friendship and learned
they both came from music-loving
homes.
Mary A’s mother was a singer and
she began carrying a tune herself
as a toddler. Later, she sang with
Pacific Opera in its early days. In

Pacific Opera volunteers and Bravo Society
members Dr. Mary F. Kennedy (left) &
Dr. Mary A. Kennedy (right). Mackenzie
Lawrence Photography.
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Newfoundland, Mary F’s dad had a high school
teacher who passed his own love of opera on to
students. Her dad would often hum an aria as he
worked and she grew-up enjoying radio broadcasts
of major opera companies.
The Opera couldn’t get by without its volunteers,
and both women say how much they enjoy
the camaraderie of the job. In addition to the
company’s three mainstage opera productions,
there are luncheons featuring talks by Pacific Opera
artists, events featuring up-and-coming singers,
backstage tours, parties, and galas.
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Have peace of mind knowing that your legal aﬀairs
are being handled by a ﬁrm which has served
Victoria for over 77 years. The lawyers at Horne
Coupar LLP have an exceptional depth of experience
in Wills, Estate and Trust Planning (including tax
eﬃcient wealth transfer), Estate Administration,
Estate Litigation, Family Law, Incapacity Planning,
Corporate Law, and Real Estate Law.
Main Oﬃce: 3rd Floor – 612 View St.
Oak Bay Oﬃce: 302 - 2250 Oak Bay Ave.
Phone (both oﬃces): 250.388.6631
Toll free: 1 866 467 2490
Website: www.hornecoupar.com

It’s more fun than work, they say.
“More than anything, [volunteering] gives you a
chance to socialize with like-minded people who
share an interest in opera,” says Mary F.
Mary A also mentions the Opera’s talent for
community engagement and making it “everyone’s
Opera.”
“Music is vital for health,” says Mary A, explaining
that it helps keep an aging mind sharp. “And what
we know about aging is that you have to keep
broadening your world: you need to make new
friends, younger friends. Do new things.”

Eric Charman

BY GRANIA LITWIN

Philanthropy was his middle name, so it’s no
surprise that Eric Charman was a keen member of
our Bravo Society. When he died just over a year
ago he left Pacific Opera a marvelous bequest of
$100,000 from his personal estate. He also left an
outstanding legacy to this city as a fundraising
maestro.

a dear friend. He came to my mother’s funeral and
at the wake he took me aside and said: “You’ve
just lost your mother, and I have just found
mine.” That was 25 years ago. He had grown up a
penniless orphan in England and made his fortune
on the West Coast, but finding his birth mother
was what completed him.

That’s because Eric knew how to ignite people.
He would set a match under a cause and light up
a campaign. As a reporter at the Times Colonist I
covered many of his splashy events and saw firsthand the social dynamism, public spirit and force
of character that helped him lead fundraising
charges for a multitude of musical and cultural
groups. When wielding an auctioneer’s gavel he
could also, like the Artful Dodger, smoothly empty
people’s wallets while leave them smiling.
I came to know Eric during numerous interviews
about his musical extravaganzas and galas, which
often included fireworks, marching bands, pipes,
drums, operatic voices or performances by “little
nippers,” those youngsters from the Victoria
Conservatory of Music. He’d often phone the next
day to discuss his “howling success” and in recent
years we worked together on galas for Pacific
Opera and Government House.
For many years before his death, he would
announce that this or that event would be his
“very last,” his absolutely final party. But he
couldn’t help returning for encores and his rallying
cry was always, “Let’s go over the top on this one.”
I first got to know Eric though my mother, who
met him decades ago at a beach party in Deep
Cove, shortly after he had arrived in Victoria. She
saw a cocky, red-haired, 20-something Englishman
paddling along the shore on a homemade raft —
wearing a top hat.
Eric was rarely speechless and while he could be
brash and crass, bombastic and blunt, he was also
incredibly thoughtful, sentimental sometimes and

Bravo Society member Eric Charman. Daniel M. German Photography.

Nine months before he died he was in hospital,
recovering from yet another difficult surgery.
As always, thinking ahead and being eminently
practical, he asked me to drop down and write his
obituary. We spent several afternoons together
and he enjoyed the life review, perking up every
time he had a chance to discuss his exploits. The
day before he died, at age 88, he called three
times: first to say “I’m on my way out,” and twice
later to make changes to his obit.

Eric, along with lawyers Mark Horne and
Heather Fisher, also managed the Egon
Baumann Music Foundation which was
established in 2008 and made frequent
gifts to Pacific Opera. Over $1,000,000
has supported opera performance and
established the Baumann Centre.
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in your will and estate planning, please contact
Director of Development Yvette Guigueno at
250.382.1641 or yvette@pacificopera.ca

Foundation News
Recently we received $279,000 from the Canada Cultural Investment Fund: Endowment Incentives. This significant
contribution of matching funds will help both the Charles Stockey and Lois Voigt-Stockey Fund for Young Artists and
the David Spencer Fund grow and support artists and programs for many years to come.
Barbara Hubbard has recently joined the Foundation Board. Stepping off the Pacific Opera Victoria Association Board
where she served for many years. The Foundation is delighted to welcome this long-time Victoria business owner and
strong supporter of the company and its endeavours to our ranks.
We have lost two Bravo members recently, Frank Ainsworth and Annamaria Bamji. Both were great friends and
supporters of Pacific Opera and the arts community in Victoria and will be greatly missed.
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