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It’s hard not to feel the loss of a 
man who had a rare gift for building 
community. Or in Mike Morres’s case, 
communities. 

Mike, 80, died Feb. 22, 2022 leaving 
Pacific Opera Victoria a significant 
legacy, which friends say was typical 
of his generosity. But his most 
memorable gift was all the energy he 
put into making the opera a strong 
institution and a warm, welcoming 
place for music lovers to gather. 

He was well known to Pacific Opera’s 
Bravo Society as a long-time member 
of the Board, who served as president 
from 2005 to 2010. He even spent 
some of his last days in service of the 
company he loved, attending board 
meetings from his hospital bed, via 
Zoom.

As his longtime friend Marjorie 
Woodroffe observed, he found joy in 
working with-and-for others.

 “He was a real people person: 
sociable and very kind,” Marjorie said, 
recalling how going for a walk with 
Mike invariably meant making new 
friends. “He said hello to everyone he 
passed.”

Marjorie recalls that he also made 
friends across generations. He often 
stayed in touch with the young 
singers who worked with Pacific 
Opera, following their careers and 
celebrating their successes.

“He was genuinely interested in 
other people,” Marjorie said, trying 
to pinpoint why so many people 
loved him. “He really listened to you 
when you talked to him.” 

Mike and his late wife Barbara moved 
to Victoria in 1993, after he retired 
from 36 years in the Royal Canadian 
Navy where he rose to the rank of 
Commander. His final posting was 
as a Senior Planning Officer at NATO 
headquarters in London, England. 

He turned those well-honed 
organizing skills to working with both 
his church — he was on the Parish 
Council of the Church of Our Lord 
— and Victoria’s arts community. He 
also served on the board of Ballet 
Victoria.  After Barbara died in 2002, 
he expanded his activities to include 
opera. 
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Have peace of mind knowing that your legal affairs 
are being handled by a firm which has served 
Victoria for over 77 years. The lawyers at Horne 
Coupar LLP have an exceptional depth of experience 
in Wills, Estate and Trust Planning (including tax 
efficient wealth transfer), Estate Administration, 
Estate Litigation, Family Law, Incapacity Planning, 
Corporate Law, and Real Estate Law.

BACK ROW FROM LEFT: Paula Bosenberg, Heather Fisher, Dustin Marnell, Fiona Hunter

FRONT (SEATED) FROM LEFT: Mark Horne, Q.C., and John Coupar

Main Office: 3rd Floor – 612 View St.
Oak Bay Office: 302 - 2250 Oak Bay Ave.
Phone (both offices): 250.388.6631
Toll free: 1 866 467 2490
Website: www.hornecoupar.com
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are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a 
member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / ™ 
Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2021 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All 
rights reserved. 21_90851_V3W_002

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

We’re passionate wealth management professionals  
– coaches, problem-solvers and drivers of your financial 
success. We pride ourselves on practicing wealth management 
differently. From educational financial strategies for your family, 
to enhanced portfolio management that allows you to truly 
relax, this is wealth planning made for what matters most to you.

Embrace today and tomorrow 
with financial comfort, 
confidence, and freedom 

Delorme Kurz Private Wealth 
of RBC Dominion Securities 
www.delormekurz.com

In 2010, Mike was honoured with the Unforgettable 
Award for Outstanding Service to the Arts in Victoria. 
And, in 2015, he received the National Opera 
Directors’ Recognition Award from the Association 
for Opera in Canada.

He was also a tour director with Toronto’s Know the 
World Tours, which builds some of its trips around 
the performing arts and Marjorie joked that Mike 
had the perfect resume for managing group tours. 
He was friendly, loved to travel, and had a military 
man’s talent for getting the troops to the theatre on 
time.

Mike even saw his own cancer diagnosis as an 
opportunity to make things better for others. After 
having to travel to Vancouver to get a PET-CT scan, 
he got involved in fundraising to bring one of those 
pricey, high-tech scanners to Victoria.

“He will leave a big hole in so many people’s lives,” 
Marjorie said. 



Generous annual contributions from the Pacific Opera 
Victoria Foundation support the company’s Music Alive 
program to offer a wide variety of educational and 
community programming, serving children and youth, 
seniors, marginalized communities, and artists. 

Now in it’s second year, our Civic Engagement 
program offers mentoring and training from well-
known industry professionals from across Canada 
to four talented singers, who will create original and 
provocative film projects that draw on teachings 
in individual expression, visual storytelling, and 
highlight both their personal and musical voices. 

Each artist’s original video is shared for free on 
Pacific Opera’s website. The program aims to bridge 
“high art” and “community art” and use creative 
innovation to stimulate social dialogues and civic 
impact. Past projects have ranged from a fun look 
at opera FAQ’s to a moving song cycle exploring the 
impact of losing a generation of artists to HIV/AIDS.

While participating in Music Alive, the citizen artists 
in the Civic Engagement Quartet work in close 
collaboration with Pacific Opera’s civic partners, 
including the Inter Cultural Association of Greater 
Victoria, the Greater Victoria Public Library, the 
Victoria Native Friendship Centre, and local 
educators to bring music to life for our diverse 
community in new, meaningful ways.

This year we are lucky to have the singers in 
residence between May 23rd and June 19th. While 
here, they will attend masterclasses with Timothy 
Vernon as well as workshops with local First Nations 
artists and community leaders.

This project is capturing the interest and attention 
of opera companies across Canada and is on the 
forefront of a movement to provide “whole artist” 
training to singers. 

This year’s participating singers include tenor Mike 
Fan, bass Simon Chalifoux, soprano Rebecca Gray 
and countertenor Ryan Patrick McDonald. 

The artists will be appearing at local community 
festivals including the Selkirk Waterway Festival 
and Cook Street Block Party as well as CoolAid, Our 
Place, the Inter Cultural Association, public libraries 
and the Friendship Center. 

You can also hear our Civic Engagement Quartet 
at Pacific Opera’s own Voices in Nature Festival in 
parks throughout the region from June 1-11. For 
video links and more information including dates 
and times of public performances, please visit 
pacificopera.ca.

Civic Engagement Quartet

“Within Canada there are few 
opportunities for emerging singers, and 
those have been of the traditional ‘stand 
and sing’ model. I envisioned the Civic 
Engagement Quartet to give real training 
and opportunities for artists to find their 
voices, not only as singers but as ‘whole 
artist’ creatives in our communities.”
REBECCA HASS, 
DIRECTOR OF ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMS AND PARTNERSHIPS



If you would like information about becoming a 
Bravo Society member or including Pacific Opera 
in your will and estate planning, please contact 
Director of Development Yvette Guigueno at 
250.382.1641 or yvette@pacificopera.ca

Bravo Society
The Bravo Society was established to 
honour and recognize the generosity 
and vision of those individuals who 
have left a charitable gift to Pacific 
Opera in their wills or estate plans.

Learn more about making a bequest or becoming a Bravo Society member
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For more information, please see our website pacificopera.ca/support/leave-a-legacy

Please contact Yvette Guigueno at Pacific Opera Victoria if you have any questions about the Bravo Society.  
yvette@pacificopera.ca or 250.382.1641, Ext. 205

Your request for more information is confidential 

  I would like to find out more about leaving  
a gift in my will. Please send me information 
about making a bequest.

  Please put me on your invitation list for your  
next Bravo Society event.

  I have already included Pacific Opera Victoria in 
my will, please contact me about Bravo  
Society membership.

Recently we received $540,708 from the Canada Cultural Investments Fund: Endowment Incentives. This significant 
contribution of funds is possible due to ten endowed donations to the Foundation. 

Sadly we have very recently lost three members of our Bravo community; Michael Morres, Foundation trustee, 
longtime board member and past board present; John Kutyen, a president’s Circle member and enthusiastic 
volunteer; and Cora Shaw, a loyal donor and subscriber. 

Elizabeth Denham CBE, has joined the Foundation board. Elizabeth is a specialist in the management of privacy and 
information policy issues and previously served as a Pacific Opera Victoria Board Director between 2013 and 2016.  

Recently stepping off the Foundation board is Leda Townshend. We thank you for your service Leda! 

Foundation News


