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Pacific Opera Victoria is mourning 
the loss of one of the company’s 
stalwarts, David Harris Flaherty, a 
long serving member of the board of 
directors.

David, 82, died Tuesday, Oct. 11, 
2022. He is remembered as a kind, 
thoughtful, and generous man who 
began volunteering with Pacific Opera 
in 2008. 

The New Brunswick native, who grew-
up in Montreal, was an accomplished 
scholar who had a strong instinct for 
public service. His expertise in privacy 
issues led him to become British 
Columbia’s first Information and 
Privacy Commissioner (1993 – 1999).  

After completing his doctorate at 
Columbia University, David taught 
law and history at the University of 
Western Ontario from 1972 until 
1999. He wrote more than a dozen 
textbooks, and his 1989 book, 
Protecting Privacy in Surveillance 
Societies, is still a classic in the field. 

He served as president of the 
Pacific Opera board from 2010 to 

2014, and then became chair of the 
Pacific Opera Foundation, where his 
leadership in fundraising was crucial 
to the company’s financial success.

“There is nothing I’m more interested 
in right now than giving money to 
Pacific Opera Victoria, and ensuring 
all the funds are used in an honest, 
ethical, and efficient way,” David told 
the Times Colonist in a 2014 feature 
about his passion for the arts.

During David’s tenure, Pacific Opera 
attracted 100 per cent more funds 
from public and private sources 
and doubled the Foundation’s 
endowments. David was instrumental 
in creating the Baumann Centre, 
helping to raise money and public 
support to renovate an underused 
building into a community hub that 
invited everyone to enjoy opera. 

Thanks to David, Pacific Opera has a 
sophisticated data security system, 
based on a privacy policy that he 
wrote himself. He also developed our 
Respectful Workplace Policy which 
became a model for opera companies 
across North America. 
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Ian Rye, Pacific Opera’s Chief Executive Officer, 
said that David’s progressive artistic agenda and 
ambitious goals inspired many in Victoria.  

“He was always the first to convene the most 
creative and most influential people in our 
community,” Ian said. “Working with and learning 
from David in the past decade has been one of the 
greatest privileges of my career. His wit, friendship, 
and mentorship are gifts I will forever treasure.” 

David also supported a long list of cultural 
organizations, including the Victoria Symphony, 

the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria, and the University 
of Victoria.

He is survived by his wife, Karen Jensen, who joined 
him as a patron of our recent production of Carmen, 

and a large extended family, which includes his 
three sons, two stepsons, and five grandchildren. 
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PACIFIC OPERA VICTORIA WILL BE HOSTING A CELEBRATION 

OF LIFE ON DECEMBER 4TH. PLEASE CONTACT AYLIN AT 

AYLIN@PACIFICOPERA.CA FOR FURTHER INFORMATION. 



Soprano Chelsea Kutyn sings in the Pacific Opera 
chorus, performs with Pop Up Opera, and was 
recently a soloist with the Winnipeg Symphony 
Orchestra. Chelsea also participated as an 
apprentice member of our first Civic Engagement 
Quartet in 2020 and is now completing her Master 
of Music in Vocal Performance at the University 
of Manitoba. She recently won the John Mears 
Achievement in Music Award at the ProArt Regional 
Arts Awards. 

You had a terrible experience with COVID-19 
early in the pandemic – how did that inform your 
artistic practice, and how were you able to draw 
on that as an artist? 

This challenging experience has been an incredible 
blessing for me both personally and as an artist. 
After spending 29 days in isolation, I emerged with a 
renewed thirst for life, for doing things that make a 
difference, for appreciating every simple joy, and for 
time shared with people.  

I had several long COVID-19 symptoms, and for 
many months my body was in no condition to 
do anything. A flight of stairs felt like climbing a 
mountain, an aria was unimaginable; the good thing 
about completely losing your voice is you get to 
build it again from scratch! I took this opportunity 
to re-evaluate everything I thought I knew about my 
voice and carefully craft a new foundation for my 
technique (and remove bad habits in the process). 
I’m happy to say now I’m singing better than ever.

How has your work with Pacific Opera Victoria 
contributed to your development as an artist? 

Pacific Opera has helped foster confidence in 
my artistic self through my film project as part of 
the Apprentice Civic Engagement Quartet. This 
opportunity provided me the space and support I 
needed to discover more about who I am and what 
I want to say. Chorus work and bit roles allowed 
me to develop my own stage skills, and to connect 
with and learn from wonderful principal artists from 
across the country. Pop Up Opera and the emerging 
artist concert series gave me the confidence to sing 
in very exposed and intimate settings.  

You are about to graduate with your Master of 
Music in Vocal Performance – what are your plans 
for the future? 

I will be organizing what I call a “coaching tour” 
across North America and parts of Europe to work 
with teachers and coaches, and hopefully sing for 
conductors and companies while I’m in those cities.   

Meanwhile, I plan to use skills from my business 
and singing degrees to create new projects and help 
promote the works of others in the industry. I am 
particularly interested in looking at how to bridge 
the gap between post-secondary education and 
working as a singer. For example, last year I created 
a peer-to-peer masterclass and workshop series 
for artists in the ‘in-between phase’ which I hope to 
expand. 

Meet the Young Artist

Chelsea Kutyn. Photo by 
Kyla Fradette.



If you would like information about becoming a 
Bravo Society member or including Pacific Opera 
in your will and estate planning, please contact 
Director of Development Yvette Guigueno at 
250.382.1641 or yvette@pacificopera.ca

Bravo Society
The Bravo Society was established to 
honour and recognize the generosity 
and vision of those individuals who 
have left a charitable gift to Pacific 
Opera in their wills or estate plans.

Learn more about making a bequest or becoming a Bravo Society member
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For more information, please see our website pacificopera.ca/support/leave-a-legacy

Please contact Yvette Guigueno at Pacific Opera Victoria if you have any questions about the Bravo Society.  
yvette@pacificopera.ca or 250.382.1641, Ext. 205

Your request for more information is confidential 

  I would like to find out more about leaving  
a gift in my will. Please send me information 
about making a bequest.

  Please put me on your invitation list for your  
next Bravo Society event.

  I have already included Pacific Opera Victoria in 
my will, please contact me about Bravo  
Society membership.

Bravo Members: Please save the date for a special concert with the Lafayette String Quartet on February 15, 2023. 

Watch for your invitation in the New Year.

The Foundation is celebrating several significant new gifts, including a new endowed fund called the Ruth and Gerhard 

Suter Fund for Young Artists. Thanks to Ruth and Gerhard for kindly putting their gift to work in their lifetimes.

The Foundation has received a significant gift from the David Spencer Endowment Encouragement Fund.

Pacific Opera has also recently received generous gifts from the estates of Cora Shaw, Michael Morres, 

Lois Voigt-Stockey, and Brenda Fay Whittingham.

Congratulations to Pacific Opera chorus members Sahara Adamitz and Heather Byford, who are the winners of the 

2022-23 Annamaria Bamji Award for Emerging Opera Singers. 
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