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Pacific Opera Victoria Announces New Artistic Director 
 
Victoria, BC – Following an international search, Pacific Opera Victoria has appointed Canadian opera stage 
director, Brenna Corner, as its next Artistic Director.   

Founded in 1980 by a group of passionate opera enthusiasts and ignited by the vision of founding Artistic Director 
Timothy Vernon, Pacific Opera has developed into a leading voice in Canadian opera, and increasingly in 
international circles. Distinguished by its inspired repertoire, Pacific Opera curates surprising seasons that weave 
original productions of traditional and contemporary operas, with new commissions, co-productions and 
collaborations, and thoughtful community initiatives.  

Corner shared "I am deeply honoured to have been selected to serve as the Artistic Director of Pacific Opera 
Victoria.   Over the past four decades, Pacific Opera has established itself through its commitment both to the art 
form and to the community, and I am proud to contribute to this legacy and to make Victoria my home.  I am 
thrilled to join this fantastic team of creators, artists, staff and board members with such a passion for adventurous 
productions and unique musical gems.   Rooted in this amazing legacy, I am excited to work alongside the Pacific 
Opera family as we envision a bold future elevating Canada’s contribution to our art form." 

Board President Margot McLaren Moore commented, “We are thrilled to welcome Brenna as our next artistic 
leader, and are certain she will lead us in continuing our legacy of producing ambitious, risk-taking, and artist-
centered work. She brings a background in music and theatre, possesses a strong artistic point of view, and has an 
ability to translate this view into innovative and engaging performances and seasons. She is uniquely positioned to 
take us forward as a Company, and we are excited to welcome her on board.” 

Corner has worked across the United States, Canada and Europe and recent directing highlights include: Il 
Trovatore (Washington National Opera); Tenor Overboard (Glimmerglass Festival); H.M.S Pinafore (Vancouver 
Opera); La Bohème (Calgary Opera); Dead Man Walking (The Israeli Opera); La Bohème (The Dallas Opera); 
Noye’s Fludd & Scalia/Ginsburg (Glimmerglass Opera); Der fliegende Holländer (Cincinnati Opera & Houston 
Grand Opera); L’Elisir d’amore (Vancouver Opera); Carmen (The Atlanta Opera); and Cendrillon & La Clemenza di 
Tito (Manitoba Underground Opera). She has created new opera experiences through film including Don Giovanni 
for Seattle Opera, Carmen: Up-Close and Personal for Vancouver Opera, Dear Mom: a web series for Kentucky 
Opera and Green Envelopes for Manitoba Underground Opera. Her 2016 production of Hansel and Gretel 
designed by the Old Trout Puppet Workshop was built by Pacific Opera for Vancouver Opera, and continues to 
tour North America including recent revivals at San Diego Opera and Kentucky Opera.  Corner’s American 
directorial debut took place in February of 2017 with New Orleans Opera, creating a new production of Sweeney 
Todd, The Demon Barber of Fleet Street. Her Pacific Opera Victoria directorial debut of Carmen was foiled by the 
pandemic. 

Corner co-founded Manitoba Underground Opera in Winnipeg and has served as the Artistic Director of Fraser 
Lyric Opera in Prince George B.C. As a dramatic coach for The Washington National Opera Cafritz Young Artist 
Program in Washington D.C., her work supported young singers. She was a member of the Yulanda M. Faris Young 
Artist Program with Vancouver Opera and spent two years as the resident director for The Atlanta Opera Studio 
Artist Program. Her education includes theatre arts diplomas from Grant MacEwan College and the British 
American Drama Academy. In addition, she holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Music from the University of Manitoba, 
and a Master’s Degree in Arts Leadership from Queen’s University. Learn more about Corner’s work at 
www.brennacorner.com.  

http://www.brennacorner.com/
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Pacific Opera CEO, Ian Rye, shared, “It is a privilege to welcome Brenna as our Artistic Director and as my strategic 
partner and collaborator. I’m energized by her appreciation for the dynamic range of opera repertoire and music 
performance. As an artist she has built a portfolio of grand-scale masterworks, intimate chamber performances, 
operas for youth and new work creation. As a leader, her ambition for Pacific Opera is palpable, and I am excited 
to explore new horizons for the art form, artists and audiences with her.”  

Corner begins her tenure as Pacific Opera seeks to realize ambitions set forth in its recently completed strategic 
plan. The plan establishes several creative fronts on which Corner can shape her creative vision, including an 
ambitious suite of original stage productions and new works that celebrate operatic tradition and showcase a 
uniquely Canadian West Coast cultural perspective. The plan also sees the company enhancing its robust artist 
development, education and engagement platforms.   

Corner succeeds Founding Artistic Director Timothy Vernon following 43 years of dedicated service – one of the 
longest in Canadian history. At the heart of his leadership, Vernon brought an exquisite ability to translate deep 
human values through opera, advance opera as an art form through inspired artistry, and build a profound 
relationship with Victoria’s community. Vernon opened Pacific Opera Victoria’s 2023-2024 season creating a new 
production of Wagner’s epic and mesmerising Die Walküre. 

The appointment is the culmination of a seven-month international search conducted by a committee of Pacific 
Opera Victoria leadership and guided by executive search consultants Syrah Gunning and Ben Dietschi of the 
DeVos Institute of Arts Management, a leading provider of arts management services, training, and thought 
leadership for arts, cultural, and educational sectors worldwide. 

Corner began her work as Artistic Director with Pacific Opera on Oct. 1 and will be in residence beginning in Dec., 
2023. A series of welcome events are planned to provide opportunities for Pacific Opera’s dedicated patrons and 
the Victoria community to meet her.  

 
For more information about Pacific Opera Victoria visit: https://pacificopera.ca. 
 
Media enquiries: Sandra Hudson 250-216-1380 sandra@sandrahudsoncomm.com 
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