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Welcome to the Opera
Seeing The Turn of the Screw is a must for anyone who loves psychological thrillers and 

powerful music. Benjamin Britten’s opera is a haunting ghost story, but like all good stories 

its complexity doesn’t stop there. Not only does it blur the line between supernatural 

events and madness through intense musical dramatization, it also drives home the power 

and importance of our perceptions. How we perceive our reality plays a vital role in our 

understanding of ourselves and our place within society. In our modern world, full of screens 

and technology, the power and weight of our individual perceptions bear increasing scrutiny.  

What do we know to be true, and what are we simply perceiving as truth? I believe that great 

opera should not only transport us, but also resonate a part of our modern world back to us, 

creating reflection, which is an essential element of this piece. 

Brenna Corner, Artistic Director

Benjamin Britten’s opera The Turn of the Screw is renowned for its haunting and evocative 

musical language, which masterfully underscores the eerie psychological drama of Henry 

James’s novella, all with a chamber orchestra of only 13 players. Britten employs a theme and 

variations form; a technique commonly associated with instrumental music. The twelve-note 

theme along with 15 variations act as a binding thread, both as interludes and as a device to 

delineate the passage of time between the scenes. In addition to the variations, Britten’s key 

changes form a harmonic arc. Act One starts in “A” and ascends stepwise through the white 

keys of the piano up to “A-flat” and Act Two descends from “A-flat” though the black keys 

back to “A”. With each change of key and variation Britten heightens the tension and “turns 

the screw” little by little.

Giuseppe Pietraroia, Principal Conductor

The Turn of the Screw is about the loss of innocence. For some of the characters, that loss has 

already taken place. For others, it forms the journey of the opera. For the Governess, that 

begins with a literal journey—from the city to the country. From sheltered home life to first 

employment. Her fears that she might not be up to the job are alleviated once she arrives at 

Bly and meets the two charming children, Miles and Flora. Over the course of the opera, the 

Governess learns that appearances can be deceiving. She comes to recognize that the charm 

and innocence of Miles and Flora conceal their own secrets. They are in the midst of a tug-of-

war between goodness and evil—an evil that the Governess must come face-to-face with  

if she has any hope of saving them.

Michael Shamata, Stage Director

matinÉe sponsor
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Music by Benjamin Britten   |   Libretto by Myfanwy Piper, based on the 1898 novella The Turn of the Screw  by Henry James 

First Performance on September 14, 1954, at the Teatro La Fenice, Venice

Dates October 22, 24, 28 at 7:30 pm

October 26 at 2:30 pm | The Royal Theatre 

Sung in English with English surtitles

This performance is approximately two hours (including a 20 minute intermission)
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Stage Director. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Michael Shamata
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Assistant Stage Manager. .  .  .  .  .  . Katerina Sokyrko
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CAST

Governess. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kirsten MacKinnon

Peter Quint. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Isaiah Bell

Miles. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mars Young

Flora. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jake Apricity Hetherington

Mrs. Grose . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Catherine Daniel

Miss Jessel. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jonelle Sills

Miles Understudy. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Scarlett Nicholson-Selly

Flora Understudy. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Maya Badel

With the Victoria Symphony



Scan for extended 
notes and more  

The Turn  
of the Screw 

content online.

Synopsis
prologue 

A governess accepts a post caring for two children, Miles and Flora, whose guardian, their 

uncle, does not wish to be troubled with them. 

act one

The Governess, full of questions, travels through the English countryside to Bly, where the 

children and Mrs. Grose, the housekeeper, eagerly await her arrival. The estate and children 

seem to be charming; her unease is dispelled and she begins to feel at home. 

A letter arrives, revealing Miles has been expelled from school for “an injury to his friends.” 

Neither the Governess nor Mrs. Grose want to doubt Miles’ innocence. 

Her optimism unshaken, the Governess goes out for a stroll and is startled by the appearance 

of an unknown man on the tower of the house. Her concern about the stranger increases when 

he appears a second time, staring at her through a window. In describing him to Mrs. Grose, 

the Governess learns of Peter Quint, the former valet fired for his involvement with Miss Jessel, 

the previous governess, and for his questionable influence over Miles and Flora. She also 

learns Quint and Miss Jessel are both dead. Now terrified, she resolves to protect her charges 

and carry on. Both children seem oppressed, however, and when Miss Jessel appears during a 

morning walk, the Governess begins to feel powerless to save them. 

Peter Quint and Miss Jessel next appear at night, calling for the children to come to them. 

When the Governess and Mrs. Grose arrive on the scene, however, the ghosts disappear. As the 

act closes, Miles cries out, “You see I am bad, I am bad, aren’t I?”

act two

Both ghosts reappear to the Governess and reveal they are determined to dominate and corrupt 

Miles and Flora in order to compensate for their own positions of servitude in life. 

Saving the children seems increasingly hopeless to her, but the Governess resists a direct 

challenge from Miles to write to his uncle, informing him of the situation, until Miss Jessel 

appears in the schoolroom and threatens her. 

That night, with renewed determination, the Governess presses Miles to confess the cause 

of his expulsion from school, but Peter Quint intervenes, preventing the confession and 

prompting the boy to steal the letter the Governess has finally written. 



Miles is next seen at the piano, enchanting the ladies with his musical skill. While  

he plays, Flora is able to lull Mrs. Grose to sleep with a song and slip out of the 

house. When the Governess suddenly realizes Flora has disappeared, she rouses  

the housekeeper and they both dash after her, leaving Miles to revel in this latest  

turn of events. 

Flora is found at the lake, where Miss Jessel again appears. The Governess challenges 

little Flora to acknowledge the ghost, but she does not, and instead declares the 

Governess “Cruel, horrible, hateful, nasty!” The next morning, Mrs. Grose agrees to 

whisk the girl away to her uncle. 

Left alone with Miles, the Governess again presses him to reveal his secret—his 

tormentor—but, warned by Quint, the boy holds out for some time until finally 

bursting out, “Peter Quint, you devil!”

The Governess, assuming she has triumphed, is horrified to realizes Miles has 

collapsed in death. 
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Initial costume sketches by Set & Costume Designer Shawn Kerwin.



Artist Profiles
Kirsten MacKinnon | Governess
In her début with Pacific Opera Victoria as Governess in The Turn of the Screw, 

Canadian soprano Kirsten MacKinnon has captured the attention of audiences 

across North America and Europe. Recently, Ms. MacKinnon sang Christine in  

La Reine-garçon with Canadian Opera Company, Opéra de Montréal as the 

Contessa in Le nozze di Figaro, returned to Vancouver Opera as Pamina in Die 

Zauberflöte as well as Contessa in Le nozze di Figaro with the Opera Regio di Torino.

Isaiah Bell | Peter Quint
Last at Pacific Opera Victoria: The Book of My Shames (autobiographical solo 

show). Premières: Rufus Wainwright and Daniel MacIvor’s Hadrian (Canadian 

Opera Company); La Reine-garçon by Julien Bilodeau and Michel Marc Bouchard 

(Opéra de Montréal, Canadian Opera Company); Isaiah’s original COVID-set  

translation/adaptation of Poulenc’s La voix humaine (City Opera Vancouver); 

première recording of Mendelssohn’s Matthew Passion transcription (Bach Choir 

of Bethlehem). Upcoming: Jenůfa at Opéra de Montréal, workshops for The Seer 

(original opera with composer Vanessa Chartrand-Rodrigue).

Mars Young |  Miles 
Mars Young makes their Pacific Opera Victoria début as Miles in The Turn of the 

Screw. A lifelong performer, they are a local, classically trained singer and actor. 

Mars’ recent credits include Kaleidoscope Performing Arts Studio’s productions 

of 42nd Street, Anything Goes, and Sideshow, as well as Claremont Secondary’s 

productions of Mamma Mia, Anything Goes, SpongeBob the Musical, and The 

Wizard of Oz. They receive formal vocal training and have sung in multiple  

choral ensembles.

Jake Apricity Hetherington | Flora 
Jake Apricity Hetherington is the youngest performer to play the title role in  

The Little Prince (Pacific Opera Victoria, 2025). She has earned gold medals from 

the Royal Conservatory of Music, appeared on Netflix’s Virgin River, and trained  

at Broadway Artist Alliance NYC. Jake has performed with Vancouver Opera and 

UBC Opera, and her dream is to inspire a new generation to fall in love with opera.
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Catherine Daniel | Mrs. Grose
Edmonton-based mezzo Catherine Daniel is thrilled to be making her  

début in Pacific Opera Victoria’s production of The Turn of the Screw. Career  

highlights include: débuting Katie Allen at the Spoleto Festival and singing 

Emelda Griffiths with l’Opéra de Montréal. Ms. Daniel studied voice with 

coluratura soprano Tracy Dahl. She has completed two ensembles: Atelier 

Lyrique de l’Opéra de Montréal and Opera Studio Nederlands. Catherine 

recently completed her Master’s in Vocal Performance with tenor John Tessier.

Jonelle Sills | Miss Jessel
Jonelle Sills, named one of CBC Music’s 30 hot classical musicians under 30, 

makes her Pacific Opera début with The Turn of the Screw. Recent and upcoming 

highlights include Mimi in La bohème (Canadian Opera Company, Vancouver 

Opera), the National Ballet of Canada’s Anna Karenina, and Roselinde in 

Strauss’s Die Fledermaus (Edmonton Opera). With the Canadian Art Song 

Project, Jonelle was nominated for a 2025 Juno Award for Known to Dreamers: 

Black Voices in Canadian Art Song.

Creative Team
Benjamin Britten | Composer
Benjamin Britten (1913–1976) was one of the 20th century’s foremost composers, 

renowned for his operas, orchestral works, and choral music. A master of lyricism and 

dramatic tension, he brought fresh vitality to English opera with works like Peter Grimes, 

Billy Budd, and The Turn of the Screw. His music often explores themes of innocence, 

morality, and human vulnerability. Britten left a lasting legacy as composer, conductor, 

and pianist.

Myfanwy Piper | Librettist
Myfanwy Piper (1911–1997) was a distinguished British librettist, critic, and art historian. 

She is best known for her collaborations with composer Benjamin Britten, crafting the 

libretti for The Turn of the Screw, Owen Wingrave, and Death in Venice, works that shaped 

modern English opera. Beyond opera, Piper wrote perceptive art criticism and supported 

her husband, painter John Piper, in his creative career. Her refined literary voice and 

deep insight into storytelling left a lasting mark on 20th-century culture.



henry james | Original Author
Henry James (1843–1916) was an American-born British writer, celebrated for his 

novels, short stories, and criticism. Renowned for his psychological insight and 

nuanced prose, he explored themes of consciousness and morality. His works 

include The Portrait of a Lady, The Turn of the Screw, and The Wings of the Dove. 

James’s innovative narrative style profoundly influenced modern fiction, securing 

his place among the most important literary figures of his era.

Giuseppe Pietraroia | Conductor
Canadian conductor Giuseppe Pietraroia has earned a national reputation for his 

versatility, musicality, and leadership across both orchestral and operatic stages. 

Based in British Columbia, he is the Principal Conductor of Pacific Opera Victoria, 

where he has held leadership roles since 2003. He previously served as Associate 

Conductor with both Pacific Opera and the Victoria Symphony, and was Music 

Director of the Victoria Choral Society from 2005 to 2012.

michael shamata | Stage Director
Michael Shamata returns to Pacific Opera Victoria, having previously directed  

La bohème in 2011. That same year, he directed the world première of Andrew 

MacDonald and Stephen Massicote’s Mary’s Wedding, commissioned by Pacific 

Opera. During the pandemic, he staged and filmed Jake Heggie’s For a Look or a 

Touch. An award-winning director, he is currently in his 19th and final season as 

Artistic Director of the Belfry Theatre.

Shawn Kerwin | Set & Costume Designer
Shawn is thrilled to return to Pacific Opera. Past productions include The Barber 

of Seville, Eugene Onegin, La Cenerentola, and Il trovatore. Recent set and costume 

designs include: Playing Shylock (Canadian Stage, opening in NYC in October);  

The Goat (Stratford Festival); The 52 (Luminato Festival); Come From Away 

(Gander); The Lehman Trilogy (Belfry Theatre), and Between Breaths (Artistic 

Fraud). Upcoming: You Always (Canadian Stage); and Casey and Diana (Belfry 

Theatre). She is Professor Emeritus, Department of Theatre, York University.
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Leigh Ann Vardy | Lighting Designer
Leigh Ann Vardy has designed lighting for For a Look or a Touch with Pacific 

Opera Victoria, among many other acclaimed productions across Canada. 

Recent credits include The Lehman Trilogy (Belfry Theatre), Controlled 

Damage, Frozen (Neptune Theatre), Fall on Your Knees (Canadian Stage/

NAC), and Come From Away (NL Arts & Culture Centres). She also designed 

the world première of Noli Timere in Princeton, NJ, with choreographer 

Rebecca Lazier and sculptor Janet Echelman.

Marijka Asbeek Brusse | Stage Manager
Based in Vancouver, Marijka is delighted to return to Pacific Opera, 

having previously worked on For a Look or a Touch (ASM), Flight of the 

Hummingbird (SM, school tour, co-production with Vancouver Opera), and 

Fidelio (ASM). Other highlights include Wozzeck (ASM, Canadian Opera 

Company), Take This Waltz (SM, Ne.Sans Opera & Dance), La traviata (SM, 

Vancouver Opera), Silent Light (SM, Banff Centre for Performing Arts) and 

The Overcoat (ASM, Canadian Stage / Tapestry Opera / Vancouver Opera). 

Kelsey Cain | Assistant Stage Manager
Kelsey is thrilled to return to Pacific Opera Victoria as Assistant Stage 

Manager for The Turn of the Screw. A Victoria local and UVic BFA  

Theatre graduate, her Pacific Opera Victoria credits include Odyssey (SM),  

La clemenza di Tito, The Marriage of Figaro, and Die Walküre (ASM). She 

looks forward to continuing with Pacific Opera this season as Assistant  

Stage Manager.

Katerina Sokyrko | Assistant Stage Manager
Katerina is thrilled to be returning to Pacific Opera. Her previous credits 

include Rigoletto, The Little Prince, La clemenza di Tito, Ainadamar, Die 

Walküre, Cosi fan tutte, The Birds, Don Giovanni, Flight, Il trittico, La 

traviata, La bohème, Les Feluettes, The Magic Flute, and Missing. Elsewhere, 

recent shows include 1979 (Belfry Theatre); A WONDERHEADS Christmas 

Carol (WONDERHEADS); Million Dollar Quartet, Jersey Boys, Anne of Green 

Gables (Charlottetown Festival); Hamlet-911 (Stratford Festival); and five 

seasons at the Blyth Festival.
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For information 

on how you can join 

these philanthropic 

leaders and invest  

in the future of  

Pacific Opera 

Victoria, please 

contact Amy,  

Chelsea or Sandy   

at 250.382.1641

President’s Circle 
Sponsor

Thank you
Thanks to you, music, stories, and creativity come alive in our community. You belong at  
the opera—and because of your support, artists and audiences experience the magic of opera 
on stage and beyond. From all of us at Pacific Opera Victoria, thank you for being part of this 
vibrant, creative art form!

donors september 2024 to september 2025
Anonymous (64)
Anonymous, in memory of Ann
Anonymous, in memory of  
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Anonymous, in memory of 
  Madeleine Kitier
Anonymous, in memory of  
  Greta Shaya
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Acera Insurance
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The Ainscart Charitable Trust  
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Rosalyn & Gordon Alexander
Pam Allen
Amica Senior Lifestyles
David & Sandra Anderson
Anne & Patrick Anderson
APM Fund for the Arts through  
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Aqueduct Foundation
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Rowland Atkins & Garth Webber
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Mrs. Janet Bailey & Mr. Peter Bailey
Carol Baird-Krul
George & Higgé Baker
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  the late Annamaria Bamji
The Barry Family
Barbara & John Barton Fund 
  through the Victoria Foundation
Valerie Bauld
Michael S. J. Baxter
BC Arts Council

Bernard & Charlene Beck
The Andrew D. Beckerman Fund 
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  in honour of Grania Litwin
Mavis Begg
Hanna Bendtsen &  
  Michael Kynaston
Benefaction Foundation
Erika Bennedik
Louise Berry
Sylvia Bews-Wright
Lynn Bieber-Weir
Reg & Susan Bird
Roger J. Bishop Legacy Fund  
  at the Victoria Foundation
Black Goat Cashmere
Heather H. Black
Margaret Blair
Helen Bochonko
Barbara Gage Bolton
Jack Boomer & Stephen Hammond
Stephanie Boswell Fund  
  at Benefaction
Bruce & Victoria Boswell
The Hon. Patricia Bovey
Dawn & Thom Bradley
Toni Bramley & David Kendall
Gary E. Brandstadt
Peter & Lorna Bray
Herman & Heike Brinkschulte
Dr. P.H. Brooke
Frances Bryan
Anne Marie Buchanan
James & Lembi Buchanan
Darren Buhr
Dr. B. & the late  
  Dr. S. Bulman-Fleming
Paul & Sharon Bundon
Martha Burd
Hildegard Burkart

Christina Burridge
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Jane Butler McGregor
Benjamin Butterfield, in honour of 
  James & Sybil Butterfield
Christopher Butterfield &  
  Merrie-Ellen Wilcox
Alexander Bychkov & Olga Kiselev
Elaine Calder, in memory of 
  William J. C. Bennett
Iverlina Cambiazo
Georgina & Edward Camilleri
Canada Council for the Arts
Canada Helps
Chanah Caplan
Dr. Margaret Carlson
E. & C. Carmack
Carsa Construction
Daniel Casey & Tom Caley
Jeanne & Dick Cavaye
May Chan through the  
  Victoria Foundation
Cheryl Chapple
Carmen Charette
Charitable Impact Foundation 
  Canada
Chateau Victoria
Lady Elizabeth Chatfield
The Christopher Foundation
Cathy Christopher
City of Victoria
Ian & Marjorie Clark
Reva Clavier
Dr. Wendy A. Clay
Marjorie Clegg, in memory of 
  Tom McCool
Roland Clift
Cloverdale Traditional School 
  Teachers, in support of Living 
  Opera
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  with Pacific Opera and chorus  
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Mary E. Doody-Jones
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Barry Dutka
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Stan & Margaret Dzbik
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  Edmonton Community Foundation
Egon Baumann Fund for Pacific Opera 
  Victoria at the Victoria Foundation
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Ann Elliott-Goldschmid, in memory of 
  Patricia Elliott
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Gwyneth Evans & Gary Bauslaugh
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  the Victoria Foundation
Ahmed & Wendelin Ezzat
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Lynda & Murray Farmer
Katherine Farris & Kit Pearson
Fastrac Printing Ltd.
The Tony & Mignon Fenton Trust
Diane Ferguson
Lyn Ferguson
Laura Ferreira
Pat Firth
Patrick & Grethe Floyd
Liz & Bob Food
Jane & the late Larry Forster
Ellen & Marc Foulkes
Sherrill Fowler
Terry Freitag
Norma Friedmann
Gordon Fulton
Sheila & Richard Furbacher
Tony & Laura Gage
Illarion Gallant
Rhonda Ganz
Robin & Jason Garnham
Norah & Shiv Garyali
Louyse Gauvin
Stephen Gay
Jill Gibson
Hannah Gibson
Gift Funds Canada
Deborah Gill & Stephen Cushing
Eleanor Gjelsten
Hilary Goeller
Sandra & David Goodwin Fund through 
  the Victoria Foundation
Karlee & Daniel Grant
Carol Dohan & Brian Greer
Greycons Investments Ltd.
Dana Griffith
Jan & Johanna GrootWassink 
  Endowment Fund, held at  
  Vancouver Foundation
Yvette Guigueno
Sean Guist
Frances Gundry
Irene Haigh-Gidora
Floyd R. Hall Fund for the Arts through 
  the Victoria Foundation

Mr. Ken Hall
Winifred Hall
Dorothea Hammond
William Hanna
Dr. Carol Hannon
Roy & Philomena Hanson
Michelle Hardy
Mr. Kelly Harms & Ms. Lara Wilson
Bill & Theresa Harper
Rhys & Terry Harrison
Carol Hartwig & Tom Croft
Joe & Linda Harvey
Bruce Harville, in honour of  
  Kimberley-Ann Bartczak
Emily W. Harville
Ereca Hassell
Jane O. Hastings & in memory of  
  Jean Wilson
Hatley Memorial Gardens
Joanne Henning
Linda Lee & Jens Henriksen
Jamie & Susan Henwood
Tom & Diana Herbst
Jim & Betty Hesser
Hilliard Family Fund through  
  the Vancouver Foundation
Ashley & Wendy Hilliard
June Hobart
Brian Holgate & Carles Roch-Cunill
Leah Hollins
Michiel Horn & Cornelia Schuh
Horne Coupar LLP
Hotel Rialto
Bruce & Barbara Housser
Robert Howell
William W. Hsieh
Barbara Hubbard
Ms. Sandra Hudson
Ralph Huenemann &  
  Deirdre Roberts-Huenemann
Mary & Alan Hughes
Mrs. Elizabeth Hulbert
Bill & Joan Huzar
Waltraud Hyatt
In honour of the Ikebana Group
Donald Inch
Colleen Ingoldsby & Vincent Roy
Irish Linen Stores
Andrew & Nola Jackson
Petra Janusas & Bill Majercsik
Pat Javorski & David Lemon



Mohan & Kathy Jawl
Robert & Devi Jawl
JB Lawyers LLP
In memory of James Jeffery
Karen Jensen, in loving memory of 
  Dr. David H. Flaherty
John H. & Margery M. McEown 
  Trust for the Performing Arts 
  through the Victoria Foundation
Mr. David Johnson
Brian Johnston
Robert & Sydney Kalef
Reet Kana
The late Gary Karr &  
  the late Harmon Lewis
Ernest Kassian
Mark Keiserman
Steve Kelley
Dr. Mary A. Kennedy
Nancy Kenyon
Peter & Lilian Kerr
Diane Kettner
Dr. Leslie King
Gwyneth & Bruce Kingham
Bindon Kinghorn & Linda Rajotte
Louise Klaassen
Gabriele Klein
Myrna Klein
Catherine Knight
Mr. Tiit Kõdar, in memory of  
  Jean Elizabeth Kõdar
The Koerner Foundation
In memory of Nicholas &  
  Karin Koerner
Motria Koropecky
Margaret Kortes
Walter Kuhn & Susanna Francis
Yvonne Kupsch
LA Limousines Inc.
Sandra Lackenbauer
Anne Landry
Francis Landy
L’Apero Wine & Cheese Bistro
P. D. Lawson
Duane & Murray Lecky-Harris
Christine Lee
Joan Lee
Stephen & Cathy Lee
Dr. David & Yvonne Leeming
Dr. Brian Lentle
Dr. Robert Lewis

Ron Liddle & Diana Carr
Helen Lindholm
Dorothea Link
Michael & Grania Litwin
Mr. Patrick B. Lonergan
Patricia & Marc Lortie
Anita M. Loudon
Don & Charmaine Lovell
George E. Lovick
John Lucas
Ma Bear Foundation at  
  Raymond James Foundation
Corinne MacDonald
Diana & Robert MacDonald
Doug MacIntyre
Scott MacLean
Keith & Jennifer MacLeod
Joy Maillet
Rose Mailloux
E. J. Makortoff
Dr. Alan M. Marcus
Noreen Marshall & Mariann Burka
Julie Martay
John Martens
Roberta Mason & Colin Wilson,  
  in memory of Marigold Wilson
Dawn House & James Mattison
Jacqueline Maxwell
Robbie May & the late Frank May
Margie I. Mayfield
Thomas Mayne Fund through  
  the Victoria Foundation
Blake McAllister
Garth & Doreen McBride
John McCaig
Joan C. McCarter Foundation 
  through the Victoria Foundation
Laird & Pat McConvey
Regina McCullough
Ms. Jerry McDonald
Mr. Tom McDonald
Joan McGorman &  
  the late Robert McGorman
Dr. Justin McGrail
Mary McIntosh
Mr. Rhys McKechnie
Heather Bindseil and  
  Paul McKibben Fund through  
  the Victoria Foundation
David & Margot McLaren Moore
Arina McLean

Donald McLennan
R.H. Mcmillan
Mrs. Joan McNeely
Jean E. McRae
Tracy & Andrew Melia
Michael & Anne Tyler Fund for the 
  Arts at the Victoria Foundation
Ian Michaud
Allan & Virginia Miller
Robin J. Miller
Robert G. Milne
Gary A. Mitchell
Graeme Mitchell
Hannah Mitchell
Jan & Ernest Molgat
Mary Moody
Janet Morningstar
William E. Morrison
Gary Moser & Lois Looman
William Moyer
Ms. Mary Mullens &  
  Mr. Tim McGee
Sally & Eric Murphy
Aldo Nazarko & Linda Leone
Sara Neely
Mrs. Joyce Nemeth
Edith Newman
Doug & Barbara Newton
Shirley Novak & Clive Hampton
Michael Nowlin
NRS Foundation through  
  the Victoria Foundation
Libuse & Jiri Obdrzalek
Paula O’Driscoll
Richard Ogmundson, in memory  
  of Anne Appleby & Gail Wall
Dudley Prestwich
Ian & Yvonne Oldaker
Stefan & Magda Opalski
Gail O’Riordan Climate and  
  the Arts Legacy Fund through  
  the Victoria Foundation
Cheryl Osborn
Marilyn Ottenhof
Dr. Sabina Pettitt / Pacific Essences
Pacific Opera Victoria Arts 
  Renaissance Fund at Victoria 
  Foundation
Trish Paterson
In memory of Sandra Pawson
Karen Payne

Although space 

limitations allow us to 

only list contributions 

of $150 or more, we 

gratefully acknowledge 

all contributions. Each 

gift helps to make 

Pacific Opera Victoria’s 

performances possible. 

To the donors not 

mentioned here,  

please accept our 

sincere thanks.
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Gail & John Pearce
Gregory Pedersen
René Peloquin & Isaiah Bell
Pendray Inn and Teahouse
R. Joan Penny
Anne Percival
Diane & Brian Pinch
Dick & Peggy Pitfield
James Poll & Keven Dycke
Frances Pollet
Drs. Bill Pope & Elizabeth Tippett Pope
Mr. Merv Porath
Kim Potash & the late Barbara Potash
Sheila Protti
Province of British Columbia
Alan & Gwendoline Pyatt Foundation
David & Tracy Pyatt
The Quail Rock Foundation
Walter K. Quan
Robert Radke
Ian Rae & Lesley Brager
Holly Ralph
James Ramsay & Owen McCooey
Heather Raven
Raymond James Canada Foundation
RBC Wealth Management  
  Dominion Securities
RBC Foundation
Karan Riarh
Eve Rickert
Mr. Timothy Riordan
David & Mary Robb
Robert and Devi Jawl Foundation
Ada Robinson
Roger J. Bishop Legacy Fund through  
  the Victoria Foundation
Dr. Frances Rosenberg
Robert Dale Ross
Rossini Charitable Fund 
Doug & Joan Roszmann
A. Rowan & T. Snyders in memory  
  of Niva S. Rowan
Donna M. Ruppel
Susan & John Russell
Sharon Russell
Ian Rye & Melina Boucher
Carole Sabiston in memory of Jim Munro,  
  a founding member of the board
Carol Sakon
Philip Salt & Kirsty Maxwell

Mr. Gurk Sarioglu & Mrs. Suzanne Sarioglu
Kathleen Satchell
Maureen & Philip Sawkins
Terry Scandrett & Angela Bassage
Barbara A. Schau
Jane & Emily Schudel
David Scoones & Jennifer Ash
Sheridan Scott & David Zussman
Christine Seaville
Phyllis Senese
Sameer Shah
Derek & Lilian Shaw
Mr. & Mrs. Jason & Samantha Sherman,  
  in memory of Vincenza Cameron
Jocelyn & William Shoichet
Mrs. Rosemary Short
Alan Siaroff
Tom & Terri Siemens
G. & G. Sillem
Chris Siver & Melissa Mills
Dr. Ronald Skelton
Jane Francis & Dave Skilling
Brian & Barbara Smith
Donna Somer
Fumi Somogyi, in memory of  
  Dr. William Somogyi 
Dr. Sheila Souliere
Anthony & Darlene Southwell
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Spratt
Katherine St. John
Xane St. Phillip
Christine St. Peter
Jill Stainforth
Laurie & D. Stephen
Andy Stephenson
Robert Sterling, in memory of Bill McNeill
Randy Stetson
Alex Stoney & Catherine Waters
Lynda & David Strong
Ann Strother
James Vitti & Brigitte Sutherland
Gwendolynne Taylor
Pamela & Ron Taylor
Anne Taylor
Isaac Thomas
Maldwyn & Beverley Thomas
Linda & Alan Thomson
Iris Thomson-Glen
Tanabe/Thorne Fund, held at  
  Vancouver Foundation

Leda Townshend
Tim & Heather Travers
Stanley Tse
Jane Turpie
Guy Tyrwhitt-Drake
Mr. Denis Ulanov
The late Patricia E. Valentine
Matt & Jean Valikoski
N. & C. van der Westhuizen
Vancouver Foundation
Mr. Richard VanSant
Joanne Vesprini
Victoria Foundation
Silvia Vilches
Elisabeth Wagner
Mary E. Walbank
Karen Walker
Dr. Sandra E. Cowan Walker
David & Andrea Warner
Pam Warrington-Genge
The late David Watmough
Herbert & the late Judith Weil
Erica Westbrook
Susan Wetmore
Drs. Patrick & Diana White
Deborah Wickins
Rebecca Wigod
Janice Williams
Bryan & Catherine Wilson
Don Wilson
Elizabeth Wilson
Karen Wilson
Dr. Lydia Wingate, in memory  
  of Dr. Martin Wingate
Petra Wingate-Brad
Scott Wisdahl
Sharon Wishart
Valerie Witham
Deborah & Derek Wolstenholme
Grace Wong Sneddon
Marjorie Woodroffe
John Worton
 Mike Wyeth
Maurice & Anne Petrie Yacowar
Kent & Eleanor Yakel
Barbara & David Young
James Young
Gordon Yusko
Anne Zerrath



Show your ticket from The Turn of the Screw and receive two glasses of cava sparkling wine 
when you order a Raclette Dinner for two, or L’Apéro Experience for two.

L’APÉRO
L’OPERAthen

Lunch • Dinner • Catering

778.265.6229 | www.laperobistro.net | 1028 Blanshard Street, Victoria

Valid until December 1st, 2025



jblawyers.ca  ∙  1007 Fort Street, 4th Floor  ∙  Victoria BC  V8V 3K5  ∙  250-385-5787

The lawyers and staff of JB Lawyers LLP are dedicated to serving  
the communities of Vancouver Island in the areas of Business Law,  
Real Estate Law, Wills, Trusts & Estates, and Family Law. 

Robert G. Milne 
Nathan C. Lampard 
Robert J. Millar 
Raya D. J. Mackenzie

Pheng C. Heng  
Noel P. Lenaghan 
Matthew N. Dolmage 
Leah K. Robinson 

Proud supporter of 
Pacic Opera Victoria 
and sponsor of 
President’s Circle events

Paul M. Bundon (Associate Counsel)

JB Lawyers 2024 ads.qxp_JB Law ad 24-02 POV Clemenza  2024-09-23  11:36  Page 1
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778.265.6229 | www.laperobistro.net | 1028 Blanshard Street, Victoria

Valid until December 1st, 2025



“... a unique blending of the  
classical concert aria and  

jazz-influenced art song where  
Atwood’s lyrics tackle issues of 

sexism, humour,  gender  
inequality, and grief.”

 - OPERAWIRE

Zombie Blizzard
JANUARY 18, 2026 | 7:30 PM | LIVE AT THE MCPHERSON PLAYHOUSE

An electrifying fusion of poetry, jazz, and classical song—composer Aaron Davis and soprano   

Measha Brueggergosman-Lee bring Margaret Atwood’s words to life in an intimate meditation   

on loss, humour, and resilience.

Measha Brueggergosman-Lee

Remembering Mary’s Wedding
November 8   
3 pm & 7 pm 

The Baumann Centre

November 11   
2 pm 

Dogwood Auditorium  
at Royal Roads Unveristy

A professor’s lecture on World War I opens into songs and scenes from the 2011 

opera, revealing a tender love story shaped by war. Presented with UVic Special 

Collections and Archives, the production presents archival photos  

alongside the performance, grounding memory and imagination in history.

Tickets
$15 Youth & Students  |  $40 General | $60 In Remembrance  

(50% of In Rememberance tickets donated to  
the Military Family Resource Centre)  

*November 11th performance FREE  

for active military and veterans

pacificopera.ca

This event is made possible by an extraordinary gift from 
Robert G. Milne, in honour of Larry Ryan.

*

Remembering Mary’s Wedding
November 8   
3 pm & 7 pm 

The Baumann Centre

November 11   
2 pm 

Dogwood Auditorium  
at Royal Roads Unveristy

A professor’s lecture on World War I opens into songs and scenes from the 2011 

opera, revealing a tender love story shaped by war. Presented with UVic Special 

Collections and Archives, the production presents archival photos  

alongside the performance, grounding memory and imagination in history.

Tickets
$15 Youth & Students  |  $40 General | $60 In Remembrance  

(50% of In Rememberance tickets donated to  
the Military Family Resource Centre)  

*November 11th performance FREE  

for active military and veterans
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FROM LEFT: Heather Fisher,  Paula Bosenberg, Mark Horne K.C., Fiona Hunter, Caroline Deane, John F. Coupar

Have peace of mind knowing that your legal affairs are being handled by a firm which has served Victoria for over 

80 years. The lawyers at Horne Coupar LLP have an exceptional depth of experience in Wills, Estate and Trust 

Planning (including tax efficient wealth transfer), Estate Administration, Estate Litigation, Executor, Trustee and 

Power of Attorney Services, Family Law, Incapacity Planning, Corporate Law, and Real Estate Law. 

To schedule an appointment please call 250-388-6631.
Main Office: 3rd Floor – 612 View St. 

Oak Bay Office: 202-2187 Oak Bay Avenue

Phone (both offices): 250.388.6631 

Toll free: 1 866 467 2490

Website: www.hornecoupar.com

THE PARTNERS OF

PROUDLY SUPPORT THE BRAVO SOCIETY
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RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

We’re passionate wealth management professionals – coaches, problem-solvers and drivers of 
your financial success. We pride ourselves on bringing elevated skills and service to your wealth 
plan. From time-tested investment strategies to suit your ambitious goals, to sound financial 
planning that truly simplifies your life, this is wealth planning made for what matters most to you.

Your path to financial success 
starts with personal care

Delorme Kurz Gunning Private Wealth 
of RBC Dominion Securities 
www.delormekurz.com
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Bravo Society
The Bravo Society honours and recognizes the generosity and vision of those who have left  

a charitable gift to Pacific Opera Victoria in their wills or estate plans.

As they remembered us, so we can remember them. We gratefully recognize the support  
and generosity of those whose bequests were realized recently:

Helena Balczewska | David Harris Flaherty | Mary-June Pettyfer | Mrs. Cora Shaw 

Greta Shaya | Melitta Schwaiger | David Watmough | Brenda F. Whittingham | Rachel Wyatt

BRAVO SOCIETY MEMBERS

Bravo Society 
Sponsors 

If you would like 

information on 

becoming a Bravo 

Society Member or 

including Pacific 

Opera in your will 

and estate planning, 

please contact Ian at 

250.382.1641

Anonymous (10)

Alice Albert

Pamela Allen 

Ian & Gloria Back

Dr. Pervez (Perry) 
  Bamji & the late  
  Annamaria Bamji

Pauline Barnes

Barbara & John Barton

Colin J Bennett &  
  Robin Bayley

Hanna Bendtsen

Jane Butler McGregor

Chanah Caplan

Margaret & the late  
  Glen Carlson

Jeanne & Dick Cavaye

Ms. Loretta Chaperon

Dr. Lawrence  
  D. Colebrook

Ann Coombs

Louise Crossgrove

Diane Dale

Carol Dancer

Donna & John de Haan

Alain & Valerie 
  Dessureault

Ronald Dyck &  
  Walter Stewart

Diane Ferguson

Heather Fisher

Jane & the late  
  Larry Forster

Barbara & Shirley 
  Foubister

Jane Francis &  
  Dave Skilling

Terry Freitag

Jan & Johanna 
  GrootWassink

Floyd R. Hall Fund  
  for the Arts

Winifred Hall

Dr. Carol Hannon

Joe & Linda Harvey

Michael Harvey

Mr. Bill Herriot

Trisha House

Bruce & Barbara 
  Housser

Barbara Hubbard

Karen L Jensen

Brian Johnston

The late Gary Karr &   
  the late Harmon Lewis

Dr. Mary Kennedy

Mary F. Kennedy

Diane Kettner

Joan & Daryl Kyba

Bruce Lemire-Elmore

Dr. Brian Lentle

Glynis Leyshon &  
  Richard Brownsey

Helen Lindholm

Jane Lynn Logan

Don & Charmaine 
  Lovell

Jeannie MacDonald

Nicole Malcolm

Regina McCullough

Mrs. Joan McNeely

Dr. Celso Enriquez 
  Mendoza

Robin J. Miller

Ruth Miller

Robert G. Milne

Gary Moser

Aldo Nazarko

Mrs. Jeanne Padmore

Gail & John Pearce

Richard & Della Pears

Diane Perry

Raymond Protti

Heather Raven

Mikki Richards

Sylvia Rickard

Ian Rye &  
  Melina Boucher

Carole Sabiston

Christine Seaville

Mrs. Rosemary Short

Canon & the late  
  Mrs. S.R. Sinclair

Arlene Skerrett

Jill Stainforth

Robert Sterling &  
  the late Willian  
  W. McNeill

Ruth & Gerhard Suter

Joanna Verano &  
  Eduardo Hermosa

James Vitti

Kate & Daniel  
  von Känel

Kaaren E. Wallis

Herbert Weil

Deborah Wickins

Joan Wiggins &  
  Graham Lamb

Lydia Wingate

Deborah & Derek 
  Wolstenholme



Wise tax planning can reduce taxes payable and maximize the impact of 
your estate, allowing you to help your heirs and Pacific Opera Victoria.

Andrew Love as The Pilot with the cast and members of the Victoria Children’s Choir,  
in The Little Prince. Pacific Opera Victoria, 2025. Photo by Tim Matheson.

Memorial Fund 

Stephanie Boswell

Rex Pendril Brown

Robert & Jo Durie

In memory of  
Barry Gilson

Lorna Partridge

Larry Ryan

Canon Elizabeth St Clair Stewart  
(Aqueduct Foundation)

Mrs. Cora Shaw

In memory of Maryla Waters

Brenda F. Whittingham

Betty Wilkinson

Board of trustees

Chair Gary Moser

Secretary-Treasurer  
Deneen Cunningham

Vice Chair Dick Cavaye

Chief Executive Officer Ian Rye

Barbara Hubbard

Margot McLaren Moore

Robert Milne

Deborah Wolstenholme

Pacific Opera Victoria Foundation
Creating a legacy for opera in our community
The Pacific Opera Victoria Foundation currently stewards $12M in gifts. These assets help to keep opera 

alive and thriving in our community for generations to come. Please consider a gift in your will. 

Legacy Fund 

Helen Balczewska

Annamaria Bamji Fund

Canada Cultural  
Investment Fund

Eric & Shirley Charman

David H. Flaherty Fund

Marsha Hanen

Helen Pletsch

Melitta Schwaiger

Vern Scott

Greta Shaya

Peter Symcox

Michael Ronald Tyler

Rachel Evadne Wyatt

Ainsworth Carter Fund       Egon Baumann Fund       The David Spencer Endowment 

Encouragement Fund       Ruth and Gerhard Suter fund       Voigt Stockey Fund



HARMONIZE
WITH THE HEALING GIFTS 
OF NATURE

SHOP | PACIFICESSENCES.COM

AVAILABLE IN VICTORIA 
EXCLUSIVELY AT TRIANGLE HEALING
770 SPRUCE AVE

PROUD SUPPORTER OF

PACIFIC OPERA VICTORIA

Mass_NRG_WhiteLine_Inset_OuterMask_CMYK

The Flight of the Hummingbird 2020. Sara Adèle Schabas as Dukdukdiya/Hummingbird. Photo: Tim Matheson 
® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. VPS112180 90780 (06/2023)

At the heart of every community, you’ll fi nd organizations fueled by committed people 
who are passionate about building a better future for us all. We are inspired by our 
friends at Pacifi c Opera Victoria and their continuous efforts to create distinctive 
and inclusive opera experiences which inspire and engage artists and audiences.

The best way to support a 
community is to be a part of it.

rbc.com/community
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Ride the Opera Bus
TRAVEL IN COMFORT AND ARRIVE IN STYLE

Departing from mid Vancouver Island and the Swartz Bay Ferry Terminal, with multiple stops along the way,
  

the Opera Bus provides a seamless journey to Sunday Matinées at Pacific Opera Victoria. After the performance,

the Opera Bus will be waiting at the theatre door to return you to your selected stop with ease. Still coming this season, 

join us for Puccini’s Tosca (Sunday, February 22) and Gluck’s Orpheus & Eurydice (Sunday, April 26). Opera Bus tickets 

start from $30 round trip, based on pick up location. Reserve by the Wednesday before your matinée.

Visit Pacific Opera Victoria

Opera Bus riders receive discounts, getting you across the ocean for even more opera!  

 Visit pacificopera.ca/opera-bus to explore the BCFerries Connector stops and schedules, making the journey across 

the Strait of Georgia and back a breeze. Also learn more about our recommended accommodation partners, and 

get access to a 10% discount code to Verdi’s Rigoletto, October 25 – November 2, 2025. (Co-production with 

Mozart’s Così fan tutte, February 7 – 15, 2026, and Puccini’s La Bohème, April 25 – May 3, 2026. 

Travel to Vancouver Opera



Pay-what-you-want tickets
250-385-6815 | belfry.bc.ca

2025–2026 SEASON

MARCH 10 – 14
BENEVOLENCE
by Kevin Matthew Wong

MARCH 10 – 22
BIG STUFF
by Matt Baram and 
Naomi Snieckus
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Opera Bus riders receive discounts, getting you across the ocean for even more opera!  

 Visit pacificopera.ca/opera-bus to explore the BCFerries Connector stops and schedules, making the journey across 

the Strait of Georgia and back a breeze. Also learn more about our recommended accommodation partners, and 
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Travel to Vancouver Opera



Victoria’s only rooftop
restaurant and longest
standing cocktail bar
proudly support
Pacific Opera Victoria.

HOME TO:

Sign up to our 
brand new eNews!

The cast of The Little Prince and members of the Victoria Children’s Choir,  
in The Little Prince, Pacific Opera Victoria 2025, photo by Tim Matheson



STAY WITH US.
Hotel Rialto is a heritage boutique hotel with an  

Italian flair, located in the heart of Victoria.

653 Pandora Ave
T: 250.383.4157

Tollfree: 1.800.332.9981 
hotelrialto.ca



Irish Linen Stores

Selling Linens of Distinction Since 1910!

Outstanding selection of Irish and European table

linens and more. Beautiful tablecloths, runners,

placemats and napkins, as well as a huge selection of 

tea towels, handkerchiefs, and knitwear.

(250) 383-6812

irishlinenvictoria.com

Now at 665 Fort Street!



Custom Home Builder & 
Renovations

250.516.1353 
carsaconstruction.ca

Insurance this refined 
is one-of-a-kind. 

Be certain.
acera.ca

High-quality coverage to protect  
your high-value assets.



Nurturing Talent. Growing Community.

Your support gives emerging opera artists  

mentorship, opportunity, and the chance to  

become tomorrow’s professionals.

Make a gift to artistry at: pacificopera.ca/donate

Emerging Artist Development programs are 

supported by the David Spencer Endowment 

Encouragement Fund.

Kaidyn Robertson as Odysseus with the cast of Odyssey,  
Pacific Opera Victoria 2025, Photo by Arcade Pallot

Inside Opera
With Robert Holliston

Tosca
P U CC I N I ’ S

SAT U R DAY,  JA N UA RY 1 0 

2 P M  &  4 P M

Orpheus  
& Eurydice

G LU C K ’ S

SAT U R DAY,  M A R C H  8 
 
2 P M  &  4 P M

RSVP at 
pacificopera.ca

WATC H  PAS T I N S I D E 
O P E R AS  O N L I N E  AT 

PAC I F I CO P E R A .C A

Festa a Roma
AN EVENING OF ITALIAN ELEGANCE ON THE SET OF TOSCA IN SUPPORT OF YOUTH OPERA

Step into a Roman Palazzo for a night of exquisite Italian soul food, fine wine, and heartfelt  
hospitality. Canadian-Italian luminaries Giuseppe Pietraroia and Brett Polegato will guide the night 

as your musical hosts.

Discover unique luxury items and unforgettable experiences in our live and online auctions.

For sponsorship or auction inquiries, please contact aylin@pacificopera.ca

Tickets on Sale at pacificopera.ca

Royal Theatre, February 23, 2026
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Pacific Opera Victoria Sponsors

Season sponsors

Support the businesses that support opera

In-Kind Sponsorsopera partners

INN & TEA HOUSE

Season underwriters

Bravo Society Sponsor

President’s Circle 
Sponsor

Bravo Society Sponsor

Print & Marketing Sponsor

Festa a Roma  
Event Sponsor

Raise a Glass Reception 
Sponsor

production sponsors

Production Sponsor
Orpheus & Eurydice

Matinée Sponsor
The Turn of the Screw

Production Patron  
The Turn of the Screw

venue  
partner

Education & Youth Programs  
Sponsor

Proud Host Hotel For Pacific Opera VictoriaProud Host Hotel For Pacific Opera Victoria
Proud Host Hotel For Pacific Opera VictoriaProud Host Hotel For Pacific Opera VictoriaProud Host Hotel For Pacific Opera Victoria

Host Hotel Emerging Artists



2 0 2 5 / 2 6  S E AS O N   L I V E  AT T H E  ROYA L  T H E AT R E

ANNUAL OPERATING SUPPORT PROVIDED BY

G LU C K

Orpheus  
& Eurydice

A P R I L  2 2 -2 8 ,  2 0 2 6

P U CC I N I

Tosca
F E B R UA RY 1 8 -2 4 ,  2 0 2 6

You’ve perfected your bow tie.  
You belong at the opera.

Pacific Opera Victoria works and creates on the traditional lands of the                      speaking people, now known as the Songhees and Esquimalt Nations.lək̓ʷəŋən


