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Welcome to the Opera
In reimagining Puccini’s Tosca, we are not merely staging a period piece; we are holding a mirror to 

our own fractured reality. The political turmoil that consumes Rome (the suffocating surveillance, 

the abuse of power, and the crushing of dissent) brings forward echoes of the world we navigate 

today. In this production, the stakes are visceral and immediate.

Yet, amidst the brutality of Scarpia’s regime, the heart of the opera is a profound testament to the 

human spirit. Floria Tosca and Mario Cavaradossi remind us that in an era of instability, love and 

sacrifice are not just romantic ideals, but radical acts of defiance. Their devotion and love serves as 

the ultimate resistance against tyranny. We aim to show that while the shadows of oppression are 

long, the light of human connection is what truly endures. This is a Tosca for the now—urgent, raw, 

and deeply resonant.

BRENNA CORNER, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

From the very first three chords, you know you’re in for a wild ride. Those thunderous opening 

chords, resounding like great church bells, soon reveal themselves as the musical embodiment of the 

corrupt power of the state—personified by Rome’s chief of police, Baron Scarpia. After a syncopated, 

descending chromatic passage, Puccini throws us immediately into the action. He wastes no time. 

Puccini’s score for Tosca is, in many ways, cinematic. It vividly underscores the grandeur of 

Rome, the passionate love between Tosca and Mario in Act I, the harrowing suspense of Scarpia’s 

interrogation and torture scene in Act II, and the luminous soundscape of dawn over Rome that 

opens Act III. 

It is a beautifully crafted score—immediate, lean, and utterly compelling.

GIUSEPPE PIETRAROIA, MUSICAL DIRECTOR

When audiences see Tosca, they experience about three hours of story. What they don’t see are 

the years, months, and thousands of hours of work it takes to make that world appear. Long before 

the orchestra plays a note, hundreds of hours are spent by the director and designers imagining 

and refining every detail. That vision is then carried forward by an extraordinary team across all 

production departments, turning drawings and ideas into something real, stable, and safe to  

perform on, with over 3,500 labour hours in the Opera Shop and another 1,300 in the theatre to 

build, install, rehearse, and perform this production.

Those hours represent decades of skill, experience, and care. I’m proud of all of it, and of the  

people who make it happen. When the curtain rises, I hope you feel the same sense of awe we did 

during its making.

MICHAEL SLEMON, TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 

MADE IN VICTORIA, 
CANADA

 

A CO-PRODUCTION 
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OPERA
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Synopsis
The events take place in Rome on a single day in the year 1800.

act one

The church of Sant’ Andrea della Valle

Cesare Angelotti, an escaped political prisoner and ex-consul of Rome, enters the church 

furtively. He lets himself into the Attavanti Chapel after finding a key that his sister has 

hidden for him.

The artist Mario Cavaradossi enters to resume work on his portrait of Mary Magdalene, 

whose face is that of a blue-eyed, golden-haired woman often seen praying in the church. 

Although he admires the beauty of his model, he thinks only of his true love, the dark-

haired, dark-eyed singer Floria Tosca.

Angelotti tries to sneak away but recognizes his friend Cavaradossi who, hearing Tosca’s 

voice outside, gives him a basket of food and forces him back into the chapel to hide. 

Tosca enters, and having heard voices, is suspicious of her love and accuses her lover of 

entertaining a woman when he should be working. Mario assuages her fears and agrees 

to meet her later that night at his villa near the edge of the city. When she has gone, 

Cavaradossi offers his villa to Angelotti as a hideout, and the two men flee together.

Baron Scarpia, the head of judicial and religious enforcement (and police) arrives with his 

henchmen, in search of Angelotti. They quickly discover clues that connect Cavaradossi 

to the woman in the painting, who is really Angelotti’s sister.

Tosca leaves, focused on finding Cavaradossi who she believes is being unfaithful to her 

at his villa, not realizing that she has been tricked and is leading Scarpia’s agents directly 

to her lover.

intermission



act two

Scarpia’s offices in the Palazzo Farnese

Having followed Tosca to Cavaradossi’s villa, Baron Scarpia has the painter secretly 

arrested for sheltering Angelotti (still hidden within the villa). Cavarodossi is brought 

before Scarpia for interrogation but is led to the torture chamber when he refuses to 

reveal Angelotti’s whereabouts.

Tosca arrives, and Scarpia questions her as Cavaradossi’s cries of agony are heard in the 

adjoining room. Though Cavaradossi implores her to keep silent, Tosca agrees to reveal 

Angelotti’s hiding place if her lover is freed. Cavaradossi, angered by Tosca’s betrayal of 

his friend, openly defies Scarpia, who orders his execution.

As news arrives of Angelotti’s discovery and subsequent suicide, Tosca begs for 

her lover’s life. Scarpia names his price: her submission to his lecherous advances. 

Desperate, she agrees so long as Scarpia writes a letter of safe conduct for herself and 

Cavaradossi. Scarpia insists that there must be at least a mock execution and arranges 

the details with his aide that this execution will take place as they did when they “shot” 

Count Palmieri.

Alone with Tosca, Scarpia advances amorously towards her. She stabs him with a knife 

she has found, takes the safe conduct pass, and rushes out to free Cavaradossi.

act three

The Battlements of the Castel Sant’ Angelo

As dawn approaches, Cavaradossi arrives at the prison of Castel Sant’ Angelo to be 

executed by firing squad. He sings of his love for Tosca, a love which has finally given 

him reason to live. Tosca appears unexpectedly with the news that his execution is to 

be a fake one, and that when he is “shot” he must feign death. They share a moment  

of joy as they look forward to their life together.

The execution takes place and Cavaradossi falls to the ground. After the firing squad 

marches off, Tosca is horrified to discover that her lover is actually dead—she was 

tricked by Scarpia, and the fake firing squad death “like Count Palmieri’s” was all  

a ruse.

Shouting is heard from inside the castle: Scarpia’s body has been discovered. Trapped, 

Tosca cries out, consigning both herself and Scarpia to God’s judgement, and leaps 

from the building to her death.
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Artist Profiles
CATHERINE THORNSLEY | Tosca
Mexican-American soprano Catherine Thornsley makes her Pacific 

Opera Victoria debut as Tosca. A two-time Metropolitan Opera Laffont 

Competition National Semifinalist, she was a Resident Artist at the 

Glimmerglass Festival (2023–2025), covering Mimì, Nedda, and Tosca, 

and creating roles in two world premieres. Trained at Northern Arizona 

University and UBC, Catherine is passionate about accessibility, 

community collaboration, and amplifying underrepresented voices in 

classical music.

YONGZHAO YU | Cavaradossi
Yongzhao Yu, praised for his “ardent vocal power” (DC Theater Arts)  

and “bright, clarion high notes” (Opera Today), makes his Pacific  

Opera Victoria début as Cavaradossi in Tosca. He recently appeared  

as the Duke in Rigoletto with Vancouver Opera, and has sung with  

the Metropolitan Opera, English National Opera, Houston Grand  

Opera, and Irish National Opera. Recent highlights include Rodolfo  

in La bohème, Alfredo in La traviata, and Cavaradossi at the 

Glimmerglass Festival.

BRETT POLEGATO | Scarpia 
One of today’s most sought-after lyric baritones, Canadian-Italian Brett 

Polegato has performed over fifty operatic roles at the world’s most 

prestigious venues, including La Scala, the Met, l’Opéra National de 

Paris, the Glyndebourne Festival, the Lyric Opera of Chicago, Houston 

Grand Opera, the Teatro Real, the Concertgebouw Amsterdam, and 

Carnegie Hall. Highlights in the 2025/26 season include a recital with 

pianist Stephen Hargreaves at the Salle Bourgie Montréal, and a return 

to Grange Park Opera.
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ALEX HALLIDAY | Angelotti
Named one of CBC’s 2025 30 hot Canadian classical musicians under 30,  

bass-baritone Alex Halliday’s 2025/26 sees débuts with Pacific Opera Victoria, 

Vancouver Opera (La bohème), and Edmonton Opera (Siegfried), alongside 

his return to the Canadian Opera Company for Gounod’s Roméo et Juliette. 

Additional engagements this season include concerts with the Hamilton 

Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Thunder Bay Symphony Orchestra, as well  

as performances of Beethoven’s Ninth at Toronto’s Koerner Hall.

PETER MONAGHAN | Sacristan 
Canadian bass-baritone Peter Monaghan has earned praise for his “lush,  

full voice that soared through the hall” (Schmopera). Recent seasons have  

seen him as Masetto in Don Giovanni with Edmonton Opera, Antonio in  

The Marriage of Figaro with Pacific Opera Victoria, and Snug in A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream with Vancouver Opera. Future engagements include the title  

role in Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street with Lethbridge 

Symphony, and Fauré’s Requiem with Vox Musica.

ASITHA TENNEKOON | Spoletta
Sri Lankan tenor Asitha Tennekoon has established himself as one of  

Canada’s most versatile singing artists; he sang Remendado in Pacific Opera 

Victoria’s Carmen. Asitha is sought after for performances spanning from 

Baroque to experimental repertoire. Asitha has performed principal roles 

throughout Canada. Recent highlights include Bill (Flight) with Vancouver 

Opera, Peter Quint (Turn of the Screw) with Opera 5, and Devon in Missing:  

In Concert with Toronto Summer Music Festival.

MATTHEW LI | Sciarrone
Possessing a “vibrant stage presence and a rich, commanding voice” (La Scena 

Musicale), bass Matthew Li makes his Pacific Opera Victoria début this season. 

A proud alumnus of the Atelier Lyrique at Opéra de Montréal and The Rebanks 

Family Fellowship Program, his roles include Leporello, Masetto, and  

Il Commendatore (Don Giovanni), Don Basilio (Il barbiere di Siviglia), 

Dulcamara (Elisir d’amore), Seneca (L’incoronazione di Poppea), Sarastro  

(Die Zauberflöte), and Colline (La bohème).



GIACOMO PUCCINI | Composer
Giacomo Puccini (1858–1924) was an Italian composer and one of opera’s 

greatest masters of melody and emotional realism. A central figure of the 

verismo tradition, he created some of the most enduring operas in the 

repertoire, including La bohème, Madama Butterfly, Turandot, and Tosca. 

Puccini’s music is celebrated for its sweeping lyricism, vivid orchestration, 

and deep compassion for human passion and suffering.

LUIGI ILLICA | Librettist
Luigi Illica (1857–1919) was an Italian librettist and dramatist known for  

his strong sense of theatrical structure and pacing. A key collaborator  

of Giacomo Puccini, Illica helped shape the dramatic frameworks of  

La bohème, Tosca, and Madama Butterfly. His libretti are marked by vivid 

characterization and taut dramatic momentum, providing a powerful 

foundation for Puccini’s emotionally charged music.

GIUSEPPE GIACOSA | Librettist
Giuseppe Giacosa (1847–1906) was an Italian poet, playwright, and librettist 

celebrated for his refined language and lyrical sensitivity. Working alongside 

Luigi Illica and Giacomo Puccini, he helped create works like La bohème, 

Tosca, and Madama Butterfly. Giacosa’s elegant verse and emotional nuance 

helped elevate these operas, ensuring clarity, beauty, and poetic depth 

within Puccini’s dramatic storytelling.

VICTORIEN SARDOU | Original Author
Victorien Sardou (1831–1908) was a French playwright renowned for his 

meticulously crafted dramas and historical thrillers. His play La Tosca (1887)  

was a major international success, admired for its suspense, political 

intrigue, and strong female protagonists.
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Creative Team
GIUSEPPE PIETRAROIA | Conductor
Canadian conductor Giuseppe Pietraroia has earned a national reputation 

for his versatility, musicality, and leadership across both orchestral and 

operatic stages. Based in British Columbia, he is the Principal Conductor  

of Pacific Opera Victoria, where he has held leadership roles since 2003.  

He previously served as Associate Conductor with both Pacific Opera and 

the Victoria Symphony, and was Music Director of the Victoria Choral 

Society from 2005 to 2012.

BRENNA CORNER | Stage Director
Brenna Corner is an international stage director and Artistic Director of 

Pacific Opera Victoria. She made her company début with The Little Prince 

and is known for bold, emotionally clear storytelling across Canada, the 

US, and Europe. Past directing credits include Hansel & Gretel (Vancouver 

Opera), Il Trovatore, and Macbetto (Washington National Opera), Madama 

Butterfly (Los Angeles Opera), Dead Man Walking (Israeli National Opera), 

and Carmen (The Atlanta Opera). She is also a certified Fight Director. 

SCOTT REID | Set & Video Designer 
Scott Reid is making his Pacific Opera début. He is a set, lighting, and 

projection designer who has been designing for theatre, opera, and dance 

for over 30 years. Although based in Calgary, Scott’s designs have been seen 

across North America. He has enjoyed designing for such diverse projects 

as theatre for young audiences, touring shows, new plays, and large-scale 

operas and ballets. Scott has been nominated for awards across Canada.

scottreiddesign.com



MICHAEL WALTON | Lighting Designer
Michael’s lighting design credits span opera, theatre, and musical theatre 

over the last 30 years, across Canada and beyond. He has designed for 

the Stratford  Festival for the last 21 seasons, where he is also the Head 

of Design. Recent opera credits include; Jenůfa (Opéra de Montréal), 

Bluebeards Castle (COC), Così fan tutte (COC and Israeli Opera), and 

numerous productions with Pacific Opera Victoria, such as Il Trittico, 

Jenůfa, Maria Stuarda, and Albert Herring.

KIMBERLEY-ANN BARTCZAK | Chorus Director & Principal Coach
A native of Montreal, Kimberley-Ann Bartczak is a conductor, pianist,  

and vocal coach. Currently Principal Coach and Music Administrator of 

Pacific Opera Victoria, conductor at the Victoria Children’s Choir, musician 

with the Victoria Symphony, and music staff at The Glimmerglass Festival. 

A very active performer, she has performed and conducted across Canada, 

United States, Mexico and Europe. Always with a smile, she has a passion 

for sharing music with the younger generation.

FIGHT & INTIMACY DIRECTOR | Geoff Malcolm
Geoff is thrilled to be joining the creative team of Tosca. Locally you’ve 

seen Geoff’s work with Ballet Victoria, Pacific Opera Victoria, Kaleidoscope 

Theatre for Young People, and Langham Court Theatre. Fun fact, you might 

remember Geoff as the Ostrich in Pacific Opera’s production of The Birds!

Read extended  
bios and meet our  

artists online.
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COLLETTE BERG | Stage Manager
Collette is thrilled to be making her Pacific Opera Victoria début. 

Collette has worked extensively in opera, musical theatre, and events in 

Vancouver and is now a stage manager with San Francisco Opera, where 

recent favourite credits include Huang Ruo and David Henry Hwang’s 

The Monkey King, Matthew Ozawa’s production of Orfeo ed Euridice, and 

Rhiannon Giddens and Michael Abels’ Omar. Collette holds a BFA from 

UBC, where she has also served on faculty.

KATERINA SOKYRKO | Assistant Stage Manager
Katerina is thrilled to be returning to Pacific Opera, where she has 

worked on 15 productions, most recently The Turn of the Screw, Rigoletto, 

The Little Prince, and La clemenza di Tito.  Elsewhere, recent shows 

include A Wonderheads Christmas Carol (Wonderheads); 1979 (Belfry 

Theatre); Million Dollar Quartet, Jersey Boys, Anne of Green Gables 

(Charlottetown Festival); Hurry Hard (Chemainus Theatre Festival); 

Hamlet-911 (Stratford Festival); and five seasons at the Blyth Festival.

KELSEY CAIN | Assistant Stage Manager 
Kelsey is thrilled to return to Pacific Opera Victoria as Assistant Stage 

Manager for Tosca. A Victoria local and UVic BFA Theatre graduate, 

her Pacific Opera Victoria credits include Odyssey (SM), The Turn of the 

Screw, La clemenza di Tito, The Marriage of Figaro, and Die Walküre 

(ASM). She looks forward to continuing with Pacific Opera this season  

as Assistant Stage Manager.

VICTORIA CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Now in its 25th season, the Victoria Children’s Choir is recognized as 

one of the leading choral organizations in Western Canada. Led by 

Artistic Director David Stratkauskas and an outstanding team, 150 

choristers aged 7–20 receive world-class music education in a supportive 

environment. Performing diverse repertoires from around the world, the 

choir tours internationally and regularly collaborates with artists and 

organizations, including the Victoria Symphony, Pacific Opera Victoria, 

and Victoria Baroque.
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Victoria Symphony
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  Acting Concertmaster
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Flute
Arin Sarkissian, Principal
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Michelle Feng, Principal
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English Horn
Russell Bajer

Clarinet
David Boutin-Bourque,
  Principal

Jennifer Christensen

Bassoon
Jennifer Gunter, Principal

Anne Marie Power

Giuseppe Pietraroia Conductor  |  Christian Kluxen Music Director  |  Matthew White CEO

Horn
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Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia
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PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE 
SPONSOR

Thank you
Thanks to you, music, stories, and creativity come alive in our community. You belong at the opera— 
and because of your support, artists and audiences experience the magic of opera on stage and beyond.  
From all of us at Pacific Opera Victoria, thank you for being part of this vibrant, creative art form!
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Stephanie Boswell Fund  
  at Benefaction
Bruce & Victoria Boswell
The Hon. Patricia Bovey
Dawn & Thom  Bradley
Toni Bramley & David Kendall
Gary E. Brandstadt
Peter & Lorna Bray
Richard & Andrea Brimmell
Herman & Heike Brinkschulte
Dr. P.H. Brooke
Frances Bryan
Anne Marie Buchanan
James & Lembi Buchanan
Darren Buhr
Dr. B. & the late  
  Dr. S. Bulman-Fleming

Paul & Sharon Bundon
Martha Burd
Hildegard Burkart
Christina Burridge
Butler Brothers Supplies Ltd
Benjamin Butterfield
Christopher Butterfield &  
  Merrie-Ellen Wilcox
Alexander Bychkov &  
  Olga Kiselev
Elaine Calder, in memory  
  of William J. C. Bennett
Georgina & Edward  
  Camilleri
George Campbell
Canada Council for the Arts
Canada Helps
Chanah Caplan
Dr. Margaret Carlson
E. & C. Carmack
Carsa Construction
Daniel Casey & Tom Caley
Jeanne & Dick Cavaye
May Chan through the  
  Victoria Foundation
Cheryl Chapple
Carmen Charette
Charitable Impact  
  Foundation Canada
Chateau Victoria
The late Lady  
  Elizabeth Chatfield
The Christopher Foundation
City of Victoria
Ian & Marjorie Clark
Reva Clavier
Dr. Wendy A. Clay
Marjorie Clegg, in memory  
  of Tom McCool
Roland Clift
Cloverdale Traditional School 
  Teachers in support of Living Opera

For information 

on how you can join 

these philanthropic 

leaders and invest  

in the future of  

Pacific Opera 

Victoria, please 

contact Chelsea, 

Darlyn, or Sandy   

at 250.382.1641



The Cobham Family, in memory of  
  Aubrey Cobham who sang with the  
  Pacific Opera Chorus for 30 years.
Dr. Lawrence D. Colebrook
Gerald & Sarah Coleman
Peter & Hilde Colenbrander
The Hon. Mary Collins
Ian Coneybeer, in memory of the late  
  Ron and Muriel Coneybeer 
Mary & the late Alan Coombes
Anne Cooper
Council for Canadian American Relations
Matt & Jill Cowlrick
Elizabeth Cox
Jenny Coy
CRD Arts & Culture Support Service
Lynda Cronin & Peter Heap
Louise Crossgrove
Barbara Currie
Ann Curry
Carola Daffner
Carol Dancer
Liz Datoo
David Spencer Endowment  
  Encouragement Fund
David Spencer Memorial Fund for  
  Pacific Opera at Victoria Foundation
Trudy David, in memory of Helmut Burke
Sheila Wynn & Pieter de Groot
Donna & John de Haan
Tony W. de Jong
ViVi Therapy Integrated Health
Alain & Valerie Dessureault
Vanessa M. Dingley
Bruce & Gina Donaldson
Mary E. Doody-Jones
Ms. Jean Dragushan
Commodore & Mrs. Jan Drent
Joanna Drewry
Eric & Wendy Dryden
Barbara Duffield
Barry Dutka
Ronald Dyck & Walter Stewart
Maynard Kirkpatrick
Stan & Margaret Dzbik
Brenda Eaton
Eldon & Anne Foote Fund for  
  Continuing Support at the  
  Edmonton Community Foundation
Egon Baumann Fund for Pacific Opera  
  Victoria at the Victoria Foundation
Egon Baumann Music Foundation

Ann Elliott-Goldschmid, in memory  
  of Patricia Elliott
Sonia Engstad
Murray & Helen Erasmus
Gwyneth Evans & Gary Bauslaugh
Exeter Foundation through the  
  Victoria Foundation
Ahmed & Wendelin Ezzat
Dr. Lloy Falconer
Murray & Lynda Farmer
Katherine Farris & Kit Pearson
Fastrac Printing Ltd.
The Tony & Mignon Fenton Trust
Diane Ferguson
Lyn Ferguson
Laura Ferreira
Susan Ferreira
Fine Floral Designs
Pat Firth
Bill Gorda & Lloyd Fisher
Patrick & Grethe Floyd
Liz & Bob Food
The late Jane & Larry Forster
Ellen & Marc Foulkes
Sherrill Fowler
Walter Kuhn & Susanna Francis
Terry Freitag
Norma Friedmann
Gordon Fulton
Sheila & Richard Furbacher
Tony & Laura Gage
Illarion Gallant
Rhonda Ganz
Alexandra Gardner, in memory of  
  Prof. M.J. Ashwood-Smith
Gari & Grace Family Fund, held at  
  Vancouver Foundation
Robin & Jason Garnham
Norah & Shiv Garyali
Rosemary Gaunt
Louyse Gauvin
Stephen Gay
Jill Gibson
Hannah Gibson
Gift Funds Canada
Deborah Gill & Stephen Cushing
Eleanor Gjelsten
Hilary Goeller
Sandra & David Goodwin Fund through  
  the Victoria Foundation
Karlee & Daniel Grant

Carol Dohan & Brian Greer
Greycons Investments Ltd.
Dana Griffith
Jan & Johanna GrootWassink Endowment 
  Fund, held at Vancouver Foundation
Yvette Guigueno
Sean Guist
Frances Gundry
Irene Haigh-Gidora
Floyd R. Hall Fund for the Arts through  
  the Victoria Foundation
Mr. Ken Hall
Winifred Hall
Helga Hallgrimsdottir
Dorothea Hammond
William Hanna
Dr. Carol Hannon
Roy & Philomena Hanson
Michelle Hardy
Mr. Kelly Harms & Ms. Lara Wilson
Bill & Theresa Harper
Rhys & Terry Harrison
Carol Hartwig & Tom Croft
Joe & Linda Harvey
Bruce Harville, in honour of  
  Kimberley-Ann Bartczak
Emily W. Harville
Ereca Hassell & Peter Laughlin
Jane O. Hastings & in memory of Jean Wilson
Evan Hazell & Jackie Pyke
Hermann Helmuth
Joanne Henning
Linda Lee & Jens Henriksen
Jamie & Susan Henwood
Tom & Diana Herbst
Jim & Betty Hesser
Hilliard Family Fund, held at  
  Vancouver Foundation
June Hobart
Brian Holgate & Carles Roch-Cunill
Leah Hollins
Michiel Horn & Cornelia Schuh
Horne Coupar, Barristers & Solicitors
Hotel Rialto
Bruce & Barbara Housser
Robert Howell
William W. Hsieh
Barbara Hubbard
Sandra Hudson
Ralph Huenemann &  
  Deirdre Roberts-Huenemann
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Mary & Alan Hughes
Mrs. Elizabeth Hulbert
Bill & Joan Huzar
Waltraud Hyatt
In honour of the Ikebana Group
Donald Inch
Colleen Ingoldsby & Vincent Roy
Irish Linen Stores
Andrew & Nola Jackson
Petra Janusas & Bill Majercsik
Pat Javorski & David Lemon
Mohan & Kathy Jawl
Robert & Devi Jawl
JB Lawyers LLP
In memory of James Jeffery
Karen Jensen, in loving memory of 
Dr. David H. Flaherty
John H. & Margery M. McEown 
  Trust for the Performing Arts 
  through the Victoria Foundation
Mr. David Johnson
Brian Johnston
Robert & Sydney Kalef
Reet Kana
Ernest Kassian
Steve Kelley
Dr. Mary A. Kennedy
Nancy Kenyon
Peter & Lilian Kerr
The late Diane Kettner
Dr. Leslie King
Gwyneth & Bruce Kingham
Bindon Kinghorn & Linda Rajotte
Louise Klaassen
Gabriele Klein
Myrna Klein
Catherine Knight
Mr. Tiit Kõdar, in memory of  
  Jean Elizabeth Kõdar
Marc Koehn
In memory of Nicholas &  
  Karin Koerner
Motria Koropecky
Margaret Kortes
John and Brenda Krug
Yvonne Kupsch
L.A. Limousines
L’ Apéro
Anne Landry
Francis Landy
P. D. Lawson

Duane & Murray Lecky-Harris
Christine Lee
Stephen & Cathy Lee
Dr. David & Yvonne Leeming
Dr. Brian Lentle
Robert Lewis & Shirley Solberg
Ron Liddle & Diana Carr
Helen Lindholm
Dorothea Link
Michael & Grania Litwin
Mr. Patrick B. Lonergan
Marc & Patricia Lortie
Anita M. Loudon
Don & Charmaine Lovell
George E. Lovick
John Lucas
Lydia & Martin Wingate  
  Family Fund
Corinne MacDonald
Diana & Robert MacDonald
Doug MacIntyre
Scott MacLean
Keith & Jennifer MacLeod
Joy Maillet
Rose Mailloux
E. J. Makortoff
Dr. Alan M. Marcus
Noreen Marshall & Mariann Burka
Julie Martay
John Martens
Barry Martin
Roberta Mason & Colin Wilson,  
  in memory of Marigold Wilson
Dawn House & James Mattison
Jacqueline Maxwell
Robbie May & the late Frank May
Margie I. Mayfield
Thomas Mayne Fund through  
  the Victoria Foundation
Sandy Mayzell & John Gould
Blake McAllister
Garth & Doreen McBride
John McCaig
Joan C. McCarter Foundation 
  through the Victoria Foundation
Laird & Pat McConvey
Regina McCullough
Jerry McDonald
Mr. Tom McDonald
Linda & Bruce McFarlane
Joan McGorman & the late  
  Robert McGorman

Dr. Justin McGrail
Kathryn McIntosh
Mary McIntosh
Mr. Rhys McKechnie
Paul McKibben & Heather Bindseil
David & Margot McLaren Moore
Arina McLean
Donald McLennan
R.H. Mcmillan
Mrs. Joan McNeely
Jean E. McRae
Tracy & Andrew Melia
Dr. Helene Meunier & Jules
Michael & Anne Tyler Fund for  
  the Arts at the Victoria 
  Foundation
Ian Michaud
Allan & Virginia Miller
Robin J. Miller
Robert G. Milne
Gary A. Mitchell
Graeme Mitchell &  
  William Sgrazzutti
Hannah Mitchell
Jan & Ernest Molgat
Monk Office
Duncan Moodie & Faith Takeda
Mary Moody
Janet Morningstar &  
  Robert Taylor
Gary Moser & Lois Looman
William Moyer
Ms. Mary Mullens &  
  Mr. Tim McGee
Sally & Eric Murphy
Aldo Nazarko & Linda Leone
Sara Neely
Mrs. Joyce Nemeth
Edith Newman
Doug & Barbara Newton
Shirley Novak & Clive Hampton
Michael Nowlin
NRS Foundation through  
  the Victoria Foundation
Libuse & Jiri Obdrzalek
Paula O’Driscoll
Richard Ogmundson, in memory  
  of Anne Appleby & Gail Wall
Dudley Prestwich
Ian & Yvonne Oldaker
Stefan & Magda Opalski

Although space 

limitations allow us to 

only list contributions 

of $150 or more, we 

gratefully acknowledge 

all contributions. Each 

gift helps to make 

Pacific Opera Victoria’s 

performances possible. 

To the donors not 

mentioned here,  

please accept our 

sincere thanks.

Gail O’Riordan Climate and the  
  Arts Legacy Fund through the 
  Victoria Foundation
Cheryl Osborn
Marilyn Ottenhof
Dr. Sabina Pettitt / Pacific Essences
Pacific Opera Victoria Arts 
  Renaissance Fund at Victoria 
  Foundation
Pass-Through Grants Fund 
  through the Victoria Foundation
In memory of Sandra Pawson
Karen Payne
Gail & John Pearce
Gregory Pedersen
René Peloquin & Isaiah Bell
Pendray Inn And Teahouse
R. Joan Penny
Anne Percival
Diane & Brian Pinch
Dick & Peggy Pitfield
James Poll & Keven Dycke



Frances Pollet
Drs. Bill Pope &  
  Elizabeth Tippett Pope
Mr. Merv Porath
Kim Potash & the late Barbara Potash
Raymond Protti
Sheila Protti
Province of British Columbia
Alan & Gwendoline Pyatt Foundation
David & Tracy Pyatt
The Quail Rock Foundation
Walter K. Quan
Robert Radke
Holly Ralph
James Ramsay & Owen McCooey
Heather Raven
Raymond James Canada Foundation
RBC Foundation
RBC Wealth Management Dominion Securities 
  Delorme Kurz Gunning
Felix & Amelia Reitsma
Karan Riarh
Eve Rickert
Mr. Timothy Riordan
David & Mary Robb
David Robbins & Susan Smitten
Robert and Devi Jawl Foundation
Ada Robinson
Dr. Frances Rosenberg
Robert Dale Ross
Rossini Charitable Fund through Raymond 
  James Canada Foundation
Doug & Joan Roszmann
A. Rowan & T. Snyders in memory  
  of Niva S. Rowan
Donna M. Ruppel
Susan & John Russell
Sharon Russell
Ian Rye & Melina Boucher
Carole Sabiston, in memory of Jim Munro,  
  a founding member of the board
Carol Sakon
Philip Salt & Kirsty Maxwell
Nory & Janet Saltman
Goksenin &  Suzanne Sarioglu
Kathleen Satchell
Maureen R. Sawa
Maureen & Philip Sawkins
Terry Scandrett & Angela Bassage
Barbara A. Schau
Jane & Emily Schudel

David Scoones & Jennifer Ash
Mel Scott & Annette Jolicoeur
Sheridan Scott & David Zussman
Christine Seaville
Phyllis Senese
Sameer Shah
Mr. & Mrs. Jason & Samantha Sherman,  
  in memory of Vincenza Cameron
Jocelyn & William Shoichet
Mrs. Rosemary Short
Alan Siaroff
Tom & Terri Siemens
G. & G. Sillem
Chris Siver & Melissa Mills
Dr. Ronald Skelton
Jane Francis & Dave Skilling
Lorraine Skinner & Greg Leake
Brian & Barbara Smith
Fumi Somogyi, in memory of  
  Dr. William Somogyi
Anthony & Darlene Southwell
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Spratt
Katherine St. John
Xane St. Phillip
Christine St. Peter
Jill Stainforth
Laurie & D. Stephen
Douglas Stephen
Andy Stephenson
Robert Sterling, in memory of Bill McNeill
Randy Stetson
Alex Stoney & Catherine Waters
Lynda & David Strong
Ann Strother
James Vitti & Brigitte Sutherland
Don Swystun
Gwendolynne Taylor
Pamela & Ron Taylor
Anne Taylor
Isaac Thomas
Maldwyn & Beverley Thomas
Linda & Alan Thomson
Iris Thomson-Glen
Tanabe/Thorne Fund, held at  
  Vancouver Foundation
Tom Lee Music
Leda Townshend
Tim & Heather Travers
Stanley Tse
Jane Turpie

Guy Tyrwhitt-Drake
Mr. Denis Ulanov
The late Patricia E. Valentine
Matt & Jean Valikoski
N. & C. van der Westhuizen
Vancouver Foundation
P. Vanderley
Mr. Richard VanSant
Joanne Vesprini
Vessel Liquor
Victoria Foundation
Silvia Vilches
Alexandra Volkoff
Elisabeth Wagner
Mary E. Walbank
Paul & Christine Walde
Karen Walker
Dr. Sandra E. Cowan Walker
David & Andrea Warner
Pam Warrington-Genge
Erica Westbrook
Susan P. Wetmore
Drs. Patrick & Diana White
Deborah Wickins
Rebecca Wigod
Janice Williams
Bryan & Catherine Wilson
Don Wilson
Elizabeth Wilson
Karen Wilson
Dr. Lydia Wingate, in memory of  
  Dr. Martin Wingate
Scott Wisdahl
Sharon Wishart
Valerie Witham
Deborah & Derek Wolstenholme
Grace Wong Sneddon
Marjorie Woodroffe
John Worton
WP Investments Ltd.
Mike Wyeth
Maurice & Anne Petrie Yacowar
Launette Rieb & Michael Yahgulanaas
Kent & Eleanor Yakel
Barbara & David Young
James Young
Ken & Jenny Yule
Gordon Yusko
Anne Zerrath



jblawyers.ca  ∙  1007 Fort Street, 4th Floor  ∙  Victoria BC  V8V 3K5  ∙  250-385-5787

The lawyers and staff of JB Lawyers LLP are dedicated to serving  
the communities of Vancouver Island in the areas of Business Law,  
Real Estate Law, Wills, Trusts & Estates, and Family Law. 

Robert G. Milne 
Nathan C. Lampard 
Robert J. Millar 
Raya D. J. Mackenzie

Pheng C. Heng  
Noel P. Lenaghan 
Matthew N. Dolmage 
Leah K. Robinson 

Proud supporter of 
Pacic Opera Victoria 
and sponsor of 
President’s Circle events

Paul M. Bundon (Associate Counsel)

JB Lawyers 2024 ads.qxp_JB Law ad 24-02 POV Clemenza  2024-09-23  11:36  Page 1



Proud Host Hotel For Pacific Opera Victoria

When the opera leaves the heart

racing and the soul stirred...

When the opera leaves the heart

racing and the soul stirred...

We invite you to exhale into warmth,

authenticity, and local spirit.

We invite you to e�hale into �ar�th,

authenticity, and local spirit.
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FROM LEFT: Heather Fisher,  Paula Bosenberg, Mark Horne K.C., Fiona Hunter, Caroline Deane, John F. Coupar

Have peace of mind knowing that your legal affairs are being handled by a firm which has served Victoria for over 

80 years. The lawyers at Horne Coupar LLP have an exceptional depth of experience in Wills, Estate and Trust 

Planning (including tax efficient wealth transfer), Estate Administration, Estate Litigation, Executor, Trustee and 

Power of Attorney Services, Family Law, Incapacity Planning, Corporate Law, and Real Estate Law. 

To schedule an appointment please call 250-388-6631.
Main Office: 3rd Floor – 612 View St. 

Oak Bay Office: 202-2187 Oak Bay Avenue

Phone (both offices): 250.388.6631 

Toll free: 1 866 467 2490

Website: www.hornecoupar.com

THE PARTNERS OF

PROUDLY SUPPORT THE BRAVO SOCIETY

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities 
Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / TM Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. © 2024 RBC 
Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 24_90851_V3W_009

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

We’re passionate wealth management professionals – coaches, problem-solvers and drivers of 
your financial success. We pride ourselves on bringing elevated skills and service to your wealth 
plan. From time-tested investment strategies to suit your ambitious goals, to sound financial 
planning that truly simplifies your life, this is wealth planning made for what matters most to you.

Your path to financial success 
starts with personal care

Delorme Kurz Gunning Private Wealth 
of RBC Dominion Securities 
www.delormekurz.com



RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities 
Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / TM Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. © 2024 RBC 
Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 24_90851_V3W_009

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

We’re passionate wealth management professionals – coaches, problem-solvers and drivers of 
your financial success. We pride ourselves on bringing elevated skills and service to your wealth 
plan. From time-tested investment strategies to suit your ambitious goals, to sound financial 
planning that truly simplifies your life, this is wealth planning made for what matters most to you.

Your path to financial success 
starts with personal care

Delorme Kurz Gunning Private Wealth 
of RBC Dominion Securities 
www.delormekurz.com



Bravo Society
The Bravo Society honours and recognizes the generosity and vision of those who have left  

a charitable gift to Pacific Opera Victoria in their wills or estate plans.

As they remembered us, so we remember them. We gratefully recognize the support  
and generosity of those whose bequests were realized recently:

Helena Balczewska | David Harris Flaherty | Mary-June Pettyfer | Greta Shaya | Melitta Schwaiger 

Cora Shaw | Charles Henry Suenderman | David Watmough | Brenda F. Whittingham | Rachel Wyatt

BRAVO SOCIETY MEMBERS

BRAVO SOCIETY 
SPONSORS 

If you would like 

information on 

becoming a Bravo 

Society Member or 

including Pacific 

Opera in your will 

and estate planning, 

please contact Ian at 

250.382.1641

Anonymous (10)

Alice Albert

Pamela Allen 

Ian & Gloria Back

Dr. Pervez (Perry) 
  Bamji & the late  
  Annamaria Bamji

Pauline Barnes

Barbara & John Barton

Colin J Bennett &  
  Robin Bayley

Hanna Bendtsen

Jane Butler McGregor

Chanah Caplan

Margaret & the late  
  Glen Carlson

Jeanne & Dick Cavaye

Ms. Loretta Chaperon

Dr. Lawrence  
  D. Colebrook

Ann Coombs

Sheridan Cooper

Louise Crossgrove

Diane Dale

Carol Dancer

Donna & John de Haan

Alain & Valerie 
  Dessureault

Ronald Dyck &  
  Walter Stewart

Diane Ferguson

Heather Fisher

The late Jane &  
  Larry Forster

Barbara & Shirley 
  Foubister

Jane Francis &  
  Dave Skilling

Terry Freitag

Jan & Johanna 
  GrootWassink

Floyd R. Hall Fund  
  for the Arts

Winifred Hall

Dr. Carol Hannon

Joe & Linda Harvey

Michael Harvey

Mr. Bill Herriot

Trisha House

Bruce & Barbara 
  Housser

Barbara Hubbard

Karen L Jensen

Brian Johnston

The late Gary Karr &   
  the late Harmon Lewis

Dr. Mary Kennedy

Mary F. Kennedy

The late Diane Kettner

Joan & Daryl Kyba

Bruce Lemire-Elmore

Dr. Brian Lentle

Glynis Leyshon &  
  Richard Brownsey

Helen Lindholm

Jane Lynn Logan

Don & Charmaine 
  Lovell

Jeannie MacDonald

Nicole Malcolm

Regina McCullough

Mrs. Joan McNeely

Dr. Celso Enriquez 
  Mendoza

Robin J. Miller

Ruth Miller

Robert G. Milne

Gary Moser

Aldo Nazarko

Mrs. Jeanne Padmore

Gail & John Pearce

Richard & Della Pears

Diane Perry

Raymond Protti

Heather Raven

Mikki Richards

Sylvia Rickard

Ian Rye &  
  Melina Boucher

Carole Sabiston

Christine Seaville

Mrs. Rosemary Short

Canon & the late  
  Mrs. S.R. Sinclair

Arlene Skerrett

Jill Stainforth

Robert Sterling &  
  the late Willian  
  W. McNeill

Ruth & Gerhard Suter

Gwendolynne Taylor & 
    Robin Durkin

Joanna Verano &  
  Eduardo Hermosa

James Vitti

Kate & Daniel  
  von Känel

Kaaren E. Wallis

Herbert Weil

Deborah Wickins

Joan Wiggins &  
  Graham Lamb

Lydia Wingate

Deborah & Derek 
  Wolstenholme



Wise tax planning can reduce taxes payable and maximize the impact of 
your estate, allowing you to help your heirs and Pacific Opera Victoria.

Andrew Love as The Pilot with the cast and members of the Victoria Children’s Choir,  
in The Little Prince. Pacific Opera Victoria, 2025. Photo by Tim Matheson.

MEMORIAL FUND 

Stephanie Boswell

Rex Pendril Brown

Robert & Jo Durie

In memory of  
Barry Gilson

Lorna Partridge

Larry Ryan

Canon Elizabeth St Clair Stewart  
(Aqueduct Foundation)

Mrs. Cora Shaw

In memory of Maryla Waters

Brenda F. Whittingham

Betty Wilkinson

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Chair Gary Moser

Secretary-Treasurer  
Deneen Cunningham

Vice Chair Dick Cavaye

Chief Executive Officer Ian Rye

Evan Hazell

Barbara Hubbard

Margot McLaren Moore

Robert Milne

Deborah Wolstenholme

Pacific Opera Victoria Foundation
Creating a legacy for opera in our community
The Pacific Opera Victoria Foundation currently stewards $13M in gifts. These assets help to keep opera 

alive and thriving in our community for generations to come. Please consider a gift in your will. 

LEGACY FUND 

Helen Balczewska

Annamaria Bamji Fund

Canada Cultural  
Investment Fund

Eric & Shirley Charman

David H. Flaherty Fund

Marsha Hanen

Helen Pletsch

Melitta Schwaiger

Vern Scott

Greta Shaya

Peter Symcox

Michael Ronald Tyler

Rachel Evadne Wyatt

AINSWORTH CARTER FUND       EGON BAUMANN FUND       DAVID SPENCER FUND        

RUTH AND GERHARD SUTER FUND       VOIGT STOCKEY FUND  

LYDIA & MARTIN WINGATE FAMILY FUND



1008 Government Street, Victoria
blackgoatcashmere.com

STAY WITH US.
Hotel Rialto is a heritage boutique hotel with an  

Italian flair, located in the heart of Victoria.

653 Pandora Ave
T: 250.383.4157

Tollfree: 1.800.332.9981 
hotelrialto.ca



Established within the Pacific Opera Victoria  
Foundation, the David H. Flaherty Fund honours the 
enduring vision of a devoted patron whose leadership 

and generosity helped shape the company for  
decades. Gifts made to the Foundation through a will 

or estate plan are invested for the future, allowing 
each contribution to grow over time and provide  

lasting support to Pacific Opera.

In many cases, legacy gifts to the Foundation may 
also be matched through the Canada Cultural  

Investment Fund, amplifying their impact even  
further. Together, investment growth and matching 

support help ensure opera’s continued artistic,  
educational, and community impact for generations 

to come through annual grants.

By including Pacific Opera Victoria in your estate plans, 
you can help shape the future of the art form you love, 

just as David did.

Create a Legacy for Opera
A love of opera can last a lifetime - and beyond.

David Flaherty
In loving memory 1940 – 2022

To learn more, please contact Ian Rye at ian@pacificopera.ca or  
visit pacificopera.ca/support/leave-a-legacy.



Irish Linen Stores

Selling Linens of Distinction Since 1910!

Outstanding selection of Irish and European table

linens and more. Beautiful tablecloths, runners,

placemats and napkins, as well as a huge selection of 

tea towels, handkerchiefs, and knitwear.

(250) 383-6812

irishlinenvictoria.com

Now at 665 Fort Street!

Sign up for our 
brand new eNews!

Jake Apricity Hetherington as Flora in The Turn of the Screw, Pacific Opera Victoria, 
2025. Photo by David Cooper Photography



RESONATE
WITH THE HEALING 
GIFTS OF NATURE

SHOP | PACIFICESSENCES.COMSHOP | PACIFICESSENCES.COM

AVAILABLE IN VICTORIA 
EXCLUSIVELY AT TRIANGLE HEALING
770 SPRUCE AVE

PROUD SUPPORTER OF

PACIFIC OPERA VICTORIA





Bravo!
The Butler family salutes Pacific Opera Victoria.

Butler Brothers Supplies Ltd.
Butler Properties Ltd.
Butler Concrete & Aggregate Ltd.
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Custom Home Builder & 
Renovations

250.516.1353 
carsaconstruction.ca

Insurance this refined 
is one-of-a-kind. 

Be certain.
acera.ca

High-quality coverage to protect  
your high-value assets.



Improve Your 
Business Performance
Get your business connected to the right audience.

It’s as simple as this:
1. We find the right people for you  to talk to.

2. We help you deliver your message  directly to them.

3. We measure results, improve and repeat.

Call 250 882 2765 today | Info@fastracprint.com | Fastracprint.com
We are a proud sponsor of Pacific Opera Victoria

DIRECT MARKETING

• Data-driven marketing

• Data analysis and list acquisition

• Campaign planning and management

• Experienced advice and guidance

• High quality digital printing

Uncover surprising new 
opportunities to grow 
your business



Festa a Roma: Online Auction
A FUNDRAISER IN SUPPORT OF YOUTH & OPERA

Auction open until February 25 @ Noon

Every bid helps fund programs like Living Opera Workshops and the Opera Sprouts Initiative, inspiring BC students 

and nurturing the next generation of artists. Make an impact while treating yourself to unforgettable experiences 

such as two loge seats to Orpheus & Eurydice, an exclusive chef’s tasting menu with wine pairings, and a luxurious 

multi-night stay in downtown Victoria. Or, bid on our incredible selection of luxury getaways, cruises, and more, all 

in support of Pacific Opera Victoria’s youth programs. 

Register now to view a selection of 
items on Hibid!





Show your ticket from Tosca and receive two glasses of cava sparkling wine 
when you order a Raclette Dinner for two, or L’Apéro Experience for two.

L’APÉRO
L’OPERAthen

Lunch • Dinner • Catering

778.265.6229 | www.laperobistro.net | 1028 Blanshard Street, Victoria

Valid until April 1st, 2026
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Spotlight OnSpotlight On
Robert HollistonRobert Holliston

CURATOR OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENTCURATOR OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

From his early work as répétiteur, chorus master, and 

principal coach, to his current role as Curator of Public 

Engagement, Robert Holliston has shaped how opera is 

understood and shared.

As host of Inside Opera with Robert Holliston and Pacific 

Opera Victoria’s pre-performance Lobby Lectures, and 

contributing writer to the Keynotes newsletter, he invites 

audiences into the score and the stories that bring opera 

to life.

With gratitude, we celebrate Robert and the extraordinary impact of his artistry and leadership!

This Spotlight of Robert Holliston is generously supported by Barbara Hubbard, Artist Patron.This Spotlight of Robert Holliston is generously supported by Barbara Hubbard, Artist Patron.

Inside Opera 
Video Archive

Lobby Lecture
Video ArchiveYou can enjoy past Inside Operas and Lobby Lectures 

online at pacificopera.ca, and experience the wisdom and 

witticisms of Robert Holliston wherever you are, whenever 

you want. 
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Support the businesses that support opera
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Production Patron  
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VENUE  
PARTNER
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ANNUAL OPERATING SUPPORT PROVIDED BY

You’re prone to melodrama.  
You belong at the opera.

Pacific Opera Victoria works and creates on the traditional lands of the                      speaking people, now known as the Songhees and Esquimalt Nations.lək̓ʷəŋən


