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Welcome to the Opera
I have always been drawn to Verdi’s music and stories for a variety of reasons, a key one 

being the depth and beauty of the women in his work, and Il trovatore is no exception. Their 

strength, loyalty, commitment, and overall character development are complex and written 

deep in the threads of the musical composition, bringing such lush, complicated women to 

his pieces. Whether it is the love-born loyalty of Leonora, or the revenge-driven madness of 

Azucena, Verdi’s women of Il trovatore are lynch pins of the piece. They are the characters 

that go through the biggest change and struggle throughout the piece. 

Il trovatore’s historical references and theatrical connections are such a rich and vital 

component of this piece. The fact that some of the characters referenced in the play and  

opera are based on historical characters has always fascinated me. Combined with the fact  

that, while traditionally we would expect Princes and Princesses to feature as leads in an 

opera, the royal leaders of Il trovatore are left to the side, only ever referenced, and it is the 

lives of the soldiers and ladies-in-waiting that fuel the dramatic narrative, leading to such  

a different view of the social turmoil. Historically the death of King Martin of Aragon set off 

an incredibly turbulent time in Spain, as the successor to the throne was contested. While 

different, the effect of social instability is something that 

even in our modern day we can deeply understand. 

BRENNA CORNER,  
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

 A CO-PRODUCTION 
WITH VANCOUVER 

OPERA

WITH THANKS TO
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Welcome to Il trovatore, one of Giuseppe Verdi’s most beloved and iconic operas.  

It is a great pleasure to share this extraordinary work with you.

What was foremost in my mind while preparing Il trovatore was to stay true to Verdi’s 

intentions while finding the balance between the forward-driving energy of his 

Italianate style and the freedom singers need to express the emotional lives of their 

characters. For me, the most exciting moments are those where the music, text, and 

character come together naturally—where the virtuosity serves the drama and every 

phrase has something human to say.

The story may seem complex at times, with much happening offstage or between acts, 

but Verdi’s music is wonderfully direct. Rooted in the bel canto tradition, it gives us 

soaring melodies, expressive vocal writing, and moments of dazzling virtuosity, while 

also revealing Verdi’s growing mastery of dramatic storytelling. This is my first time 

conducting Il trovatore, and I feel both excited and humbled by the opportunity.

Whether this is your first Il trovatore or a work you know and love, I hope tonight’s  

performance moves you, excites you, and perhaps inspires you to discover even more  

of Verdi’s extraordinary operas.

Thank you for joining us, and enjoy the performance!

GIUSEPPE PIETRAROIA, PRINCIPAL CONDUCTOR

Preparing for this opera has been exciting—despite its popularity, Victoria audiences 

have not been exposed to it for two decades! So, for the Victoria Symphony, even 

though many of the arias were familiar by ear, the notes were unfamiliar to the 

hands. Learning a “new” Verdi opera is always a challenge, due to his intricate and 

demanding writing. The explosiveness of the score contrasted against the extreme 

lyricism of the arias demands the ability of an orchestra that can turn on a dime; to go 

quickly from the quietest dynamic to an intensely emotional outburst, or to accelerate 

at a breakneck pace only to suddenly grind to a stop. Il trovatore also has a constant, 

unsettling propulsiveness to it, with momentum that seems to keep building; this is 

a difficult effect to pull off and requires intense concentration from the orchestra for 

over two hours. It’s all worth it, as this is in many respects one of Verdi’s finest and 

most dramatic operas.

TERENCE TAM, CONCERTMASTER
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Synopsis
in brief: Manrico, a rebel troubadour, loves Leonora, and is hunted by the Count 

di Luna, who loves her too. Azucena, Manrico’s mother, seeks revenge on the 

Count’s family for her own mother’s execution. These conflicts converge when the 

Count captures Azucena and Manrico, Leonora sacrifices herself to save Manrico, 

and Azucena reveals too late that Manrico was the Count’s lost brother.

Background: King Martin I of Aragon dies in 1410; Fernando de Antequera is 

chosen king in 1412; several nobles rebel under Count Urgel, whose forces are led 

by Manrico, while Count di Luna commands the royal army.

Note: Il trovatore follows three intertwined plot threads: war, love, and revenge. 

This synopsis views the same events through each of these plot threads. 

Intermission takes place at the end of Act II.

war

In Act I, Manrico has risked his life to come to the royal palace with amorous 

intent. Intercepted by the Count di Luna, he reveals his identity as the rebel 

commander, and the two fight.

In Act II, Manrico tells his mother Azucena that he prevailed in their duel for 

Leonora and almost killed the Count when a mysterious force stopped him. 

Later the two met again on the battlefield. Manrico stood his ground but was cut 

down by the Count and left for dead. Azucena found him and nursed him back 

to health. They have returned to their camp to regroup. Azucena berates Manrico 

for not having killed the Count when he had a chance, and he swears next time 

he will. The rebel soldier Ruiz arrives and delivers the first of two messages: the 

strategic castle at Castellor has been seized, and Manrico has been ordered to take 

command of its defence. Ignoring Azucena’s pleas to remain and warnings that his 

wounds are still not healed, Manrico hurries off.

In Act III, di Luna’s soldiers await the order to attack Castellor. Azucena, captured 

while searching for her son, is brought before the Count. Recognizing her as 

Manrico’s mother, the Count prepares to punish her. In the castle, Manrico hears 

of her capture and leaves to save her.

In Act IV, Manrico and Azucena are imprisoned in a tower. Manrico comforts her 

until the Count orders him away to be killed and forces Azucena to watch.
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love

The Count di Luna is enamored of Leonora, a lady-in-waiting to the Princess. He spends 

nights beneath her balcony fearing the troubadour who has been heard serenading her.

In Act I, Leonora confides in her fellow lady-in-waiting Inez that she awaits the return of 

the troubadour she loves. She describes their first meeting at a tournament. Then civil war 

broke out, and he disappeared. One night, she hears him again outside her balcony. To 

Inez’s forebodings and counsels to forget him, Leonora replies that she is destined for him. 

The Count di Luna approaches her balcony; he stops as he hears the troubadour’s 

song. Leonora comes running out and, in the darkness, she confuses the Count for the 

troubadour. Recognizing her mistake, Leonora throws herself at the troubadour’s feet, 

swearing her love and loyalty. The Count furiously challenges the troubadour to reveal his 

identity: he is Manrico, a follower of Urgel and a traitor. The two men fight.

In Act II, Manrico’s mother Azucena has been nursing her son back to health from wounds 

sustained in battle. Manrico tells her the story of his duel with the Count, and how he had 

spared the Count’s life. The rebel soldier Ruiz delivers the second message to Manrico: 

believing him killed in battle, Leonora will join a convent that night. Ignoring Azucena’s 

pleas to remain and warnings that his wounds are still not healed, Manrico hurries off.

Aware of Leonora’s plans, the Count di Luna arrives with his followers at the convent 

near Castellor. He is prepared to prevent Leonora and seize her by force: he vows that 

not even God shall keep her from him. Leonora arrives in the company of Inez and the 

nuns. Suddenly the Count emerges and bars her way. Then Manrico himself, whom all 

had thought dead, appears as battle begins. Manrico’s soldiers arrive, and battle ensues. 

Manrico saves Leonora and whisks her away.

In Act III, the Count di Luna plans an assault on castle Castellor, where Manrico, 

Leonora, and the rebels are located. Azucena is found near his camp and brought to him. 

Recognizing her as Manrico’s mother, the Count prepares her punishment.

In the castle, Manrico and Leonora say their wedding vows privately. Suddenly, Ruiz brings 

news of Azucena’s capture. Manrico leaves to save his mother.

In Act IV, Manrico is in prison awaiting death. Leonora arrives at the castle in the company 

of Ruiz, determined to save him. Leonora dismisses Ruiz. Manrico’s voice is heard from the 

tower as he sings a farewell ballad to Leonora. She swears that her love for him shall defy 

even death.



Leonora conceals herself as the Count emerges from the tower. He loves Leonora 

and would even betray his duty to the Prince for her. As he wonders where she is, 

she abruptly steps out and confronts him. His surprise quickly turns to jealousy as 

she pleads for Manrico’s life. She offers herself to the Count in return for Manrico’s 

freedom if she can relate the news to him. The Count consents. He instructs a 

guard to free Manrico; as he is doing so, Leonora secretly swallows the poison she 

has concealed. She will belong to the Count, but only as a corpse. The Count and 

Leonora exit into the tower.

In the dungeon, Leonora arrives to tell Manrico he is free. When he learns she 

cannot go with him, he believes she has betrayed him and curses her. As the poison 

takes effect, Leonora reveals that she chose death rather than life with the Count. 

The Count overhears, and orders Manrico beheaded, forcing Azucena to watch.

revenge

As Act I begins, Ferrando tells the Count’s soldiers how the old Count’s younger son 

was believed bewitched by a woman later burned as a witch. Her daughter abducted 

the boy in revenge, and a child’s skeleton was found on the pyre. The daughter 

vanished, and the soldiers still fear her ghost.

In Act II, Azucena tells Manrico that her mother was burned for supposedly 

bewitching the old Count’s son and died crying, “Avenge me!” Azucena stole the 

Count’s child, but in a vision of her mother’s death she threw her own child into  

the flames by mistake. When Manrico asks who he really is then, she insists he is  

her son, then urges him to kill the Count if they fight again. Urgent news calls 

Manrico away.

In Act III, Azucena stumbles into di Luna’s camp and is questioned as a possible  

spy. When the Count asks about the noble child stolen years earlier, she betrays 

herself, and Ferrando recognizes her as the woman who kidnapped the Count’s 

brother. Realizing she is Manrico’s mother and his brother’s killer, the Count 

prepares her punishment.

In Castellor, Manrico hears of Azucena’s capture and leaves to save her.

In Act IV, Manrico and Azucena await death. The Count orders Manrico beheaded 

and forces Azucena to watch. She reveals the truth: “He was your brother! Mother, 

you are avenged!”
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Artist Profiles
MARCELO PUENTE | Manrico
Argentinian-Spanish tenor Marcelo Puente has performed on leading international 

stages including the Royal Opera House Covent Garden, Opéra national de Paris, 

Teatro alla Scala, Teatro Colón, Teatro Real, Deutsche Oper Berlin, Canadian Opera 

Company, and Opera Australia. Renowned for his performances in the spinto-dramatic 

repertoire, Puente’s roles include Cavaradossi, Don José, Radamès, Don Álvaro, Calaf 

and Pinkerton. His 2026/27 season includes Cavaradossi in Tosca in Warsaw, Otello with 

Calgary Opera, and Pinkerton with Greek National Opera.

KIRSTEN LEBLANC | Leonora
Described as a “major vocal revelation” (Le Devoir), soprano Kirsten LeBlanc is 

recognized for her rich, powerful voice, and musical versatility. Recent highlights 

include her mainstage début with the Canadian Opera Company, in the titular role of 

Bilodeau’s La Reine-garçon, and return to Opéra de Montréal for Mozart’s Don Giovanni 

as Donna Anna. Upcoming, Kirsten returns to the Canadian Opera Company as Miss 

Jessel in Britten’s The Turn of the Screw.

GRANT YOUNGBLOOD | Conte di Luna
Baritone Grant Youngblood returns to Pacific Opera Victoria following his acclaimed 

company début in the title role of Rigoletto during the 2025/26 season. Recent 

engagements include Amonasro in Aida (Virginia Opera), Scarpia in Tosca (Opera 

Montana), the title role in Rigoletto (Eugene Opera), and the world première of Jerod 

Tate’s Shell Shaker with Canterbury Voices and the Oklahoma City Philharmonic. 

SIMONA GENGA | Azucena 
Italian-Canadian mezzo-soprano Simona Genga possesses an “exceptional and rare 

voice” known for its “vocal plushness, amplitude and range” (Ludwig van Toronto/

Opera Canada). Recently, Simona returned to the Canadian Opera Company as 

Giovanna in Verdi’s Rigoletto, making her Santa Fe Opera début with the same role 

through their prestigious Apprentice Artist Program. This season, Genga makes 

company and role débuts with Pacific Opera Victoria (Azucena in Verdi’s Il trovatore), 

and Calgary Opera (Emilia in Verdi’s Otello).
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ADAM LAU | Ferrando
Chinese-American bass Adam Lau, praised for his “cellar-deep sound” (Post 

Alley), has earned international acclaim on opera and concert stages. A First 

Prize winner of the George London Competition, Jensen Vocal Competition, 

and the Palm Springs Opera Guild Competition, Lau’s upcoming season 

includes Ferrando in Il trovatore at Pacific Opera Victoria, Maria Stuarda 

at the Metropolitan Opera, Timur in Turandot with North Carolina Opera, 

Basilio in Il barbiere di Siviglia with Piedmont Opera, and The King in Aida 

with Lyric Opera of Kansas City.

Creative Team
GIUSEPPE VERDI | Composer
Giuseppe Verdi (1813–1901) was an Italian composer and one of the most 

influential figures in opera history. Celebrated for his dramatic intensity, 

memorable melodies, and vivid characterization, Verdi created some of 

the repertoire’s most enduring works, including Rigoletto, La traviata, and 

Aida. Il trovatore, premièred in Rome in 1853, combines soaring lyricism 

with a gripping story of love, rivalry, revenge, and fate.

SALVADORE CAMMARANO | Librettist
Salvadore Cammarano (1801–1852) was an Italian playwright and one of the 

leading opera librettists of his generation. Best known for his collaborations 

with Gaetano Donizetti, including Lucia di Lammermoor, he also worked 

with Verdi on Alzira, La battaglia di Legnano, and Luisa Miller. Cammarano 

wrote the libretto for Il trovatore in 1852, but died shortly before the work 

was completed.



LEONE EMANUELE BADARE | Librettist
Leone Emanuele Bardare (1820–after 1874) was an Italian poet and librettist best 

remembered for his contribution to Il trovatore. Following Salvadore Cammarano’s 

death in 1852, Bardare worked under Verdi’s direction to complete and revise the 

libretto. His additions included important passages for Leonora and Count di Luna, 

helping shape the opera into the form audiences know today.

ANTONIO GARCÍA GUTIÉRREZ | Original Author 
Antonio García Gutiérrez (1813–1884) was a Spanish playwright and poet whose 

Romantic drama El trovador inspired Verdi’s opera. Premièred in Madrid in 1836, the 

play brought García Gutiérrez considerable success with its turbulent story of hidden 

identities, doomed love, family rivalry, and revenge. Verdi was captivated by its 

dramatic possibilities and chose it as the basis for his opera.

GIUSEPPE PIETRAROIA | Conductor 
Canadian conductor Giuseppe Pietraroia is Principal Conductor of Pacific Opera 

Victoria, where he has held leadership roles since 2003. Known for his versatility, 

musicality, and leadership across orchestral and operatic stages, he has also served 

as Associate Conductor with Pacific Opera and the Victoria Symphony, and Music 

Director of the Victoria Choral Society. In 2024, Pietraroia received the John Mears 

Achievement in Music Award at the Greater Victoria Regional Arts Awards.

BRENNA CORNER | Stage Director 
Brenna Corner is an international stage director and Artistic Director of Pacific 

Opera Victoria. She made her company début with The Little Prince and is known 

for bold, emotionally clear storytelling across Canada, the US and Europe. Past 

directing credits include Hansel & Gretel (Vancouver Opera), The Handmaid’s Tale 

(Detroit Opera Theatre), Madama Butterfly (Los Angeles Opera), Dead Man Walking 

(Israeli National Opera), and Carmen (The Atlanta Opera). She is also a certified Fight 

Director. 

OLIVIER LANDREVILLE | Set Designer
A renowned set designer whose work spans theatre, opera, television, and circus, 

Olivier Landreville is celebrated for his imaginative, story-driven designs. His 

credits include Carmen, Faust, and La bohème with Opéra de Montréal, as well as 

productions with Cirque du Soleil and The 7 Fingers. Olivier returns to Pacific Opera 

Victoria after making his company début with Carmen. 
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MARTIN PEKLEDINAZ | Costume Designer
Detroit-born Martin Pakledinaz (1953–2012) was an acclaimed costume 

designer whose work appeared at the Metropolitan Opera, Canadian Opera 

Company, Santa Fe Opera, Seattle Opera, and Salzburg Festival. His extensive 

theatre and dance credits included Broadway, New York City Ballet, and 

Pacific Northwest Ballet. Pakledinaz received Tony Awards for Thoroughly 

Modern Millie and Kiss Me, Kate, alongside Drama Desk, Obie, Lucille Lortel, 

Helen Hayes, and other honours.

SOPHIE TANG | Lighting Designer
Sophie Tang is an award-winning lighting designer working in theatre, opera 

and dance. She has worked with companies including Stratford Festival, 

Shaw Festival, Vancouver Opera, Pacific Opera, Arts Club Theatre, Bard on 

the Beach and so on. For Pacific Opera: The Little Prince. Other credits: La 

bohème, The Pearl Fishers, A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Vancouver Opera); 

The Handmaid’s Tale (Banff Centre & Detroit Opera); and Tao of the World, 

Salesman in China (Stratford Festival). Portfolio: sophieyufeitang.com)

S. KATY TUCKER | Projection Designer
Video and Projection Designer S. Katy Tucker makes her Pacific Opera 

Victoria début this season. Her work has appeared on Broadway and at 

leading international companies, including The Metropolitan Opera, Teatro 

alla Scala, the Canadian Opera Company, San Francisco Opera, Sydney Opera 

House, and Washington National Opera. Recent productions include Smash, 

Wagner’s Ring Cycle, Tannhäuser, Turandot, and The Handmaid’s Tale.

JACQUES LEMAY | Fight Director
Mr. Lemay has directed and/or choreographed hundreds of theatre, opera, 

and dance productions across Canada for stage, film, and television 

including 31 productions for Pacific Opera Victoria. A former Artistic 

Director of the Charlottetown Festival, he is a founder of three performing 

arts programs across Canada, including the Canadian College of Performing 

Arts. He has directed and staged numerous national and international large 

scale events including Olympic Games and Royal Visits. An award winning 

choreographer, he is a recipient of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee medal and a 

member of the Order of Canada. 

Read extended  
bios and meet our  

artists online.



KIMBERLEY-ANN BARTCZAK | Chorus Director & Principal Coach 
A native of Montreal, Kimberley-Ann Bartczak is a conductor, pianist, and vocal coach. 

Newly appointed Artistic Director for the Victoria Children’s Choir, Kimberley-Ann 

has a busy but fulfilling work schedule. She is also the Principal Coach and Music 

Administrator at Pacific Opera Victoria, a musician with the Victoria Symphony, and 

on music staff as Conductor and Répétiteur at The Glimmerglass Festival. Always with 

a smile, she has a passion for sharing music with the younger generation.

MARIJKA ASBEEK BRUSSE | Stage Manager
Based in Vancouver, Marijka is delighted to return to Pacific Opera, having 

previously worked on Turn of the Screw (SM), For a Look or a Touch (ASM), Flight of 

the Hummingbird (SM), and Fidelio (ASM). Other highlights include Wozzeck (ASM, 

Canadian Opera Company), Take This Waltz (SM, Ne.Sans Opera & Dance), La traviata 

(SM, Vancouver Opera), Silent Light (SM, Banff Centre for Performing Arts) and The 

Overcoat (ASM, Canadian Stage / Tapestry Opera / Vancouver Opera).

GISELLE CLARKE-TRENAMAN | Assistant Stage Manager
Giselle is thrilled to return to Pacific Opera Victoria after Rigoletto. She received a 2025 

Jessie Award for Significant Artistic Achievement in Stage Management (TYA). Recent 

credits with Presentation House Theatre include The Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe, 

Cat Killer, So, How Should I Be? and Learning and Forgetting, as well as tours of Jack  

and the Magic Bean, Where the Wild Things Are and Baking Time. She is the founder  

of Black History Matters. 

KATIE SCHMIDT | Assistant Stage Manager
Katie is based in Winnipeg, Treaty One Territory, a graduate of the University of 

Winnipeg, and has worked in Stage Management since 2018. She is excited to be 

working with Pacific Opera Victoria for the first time. Recent credits include: Fiddler 

on the Roof (Stage Manager, Rainbow Stage); Rubaboo: A Métis Cabaret (Stage Manager, 

Royal MTC with Persephone Theatre); The Lightning Thief and Gather (Stage Manager, 

MTYP.) Love and thanks to Mom, Dad, Raya, and Felix.
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Teresa Turgeon, Opera Titles

PRODUCTION

Pacific Opera Victoria

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Evan Hazell, President
Jacques Lemay, Vice-President
Gary Moser, Chair,  
  Pacific Opera Victoria Foundation 
René Peloquin, Secretary
Paul Plater, Treasurer
Sara Hradecky
Kristine Kosolofski
Margot McLaren Moore
Heather Raven
Karan Riarh
Sheridan Scott
Philip Steenkamp
Isaac Thomas
Reeta Tremblay
Michael Warren
Fiona Wilson
Grace Wong Sneddon

Scan now to meet 
the people of  

Pacific Opera.

Monica Arthurs, Head Scenic Carpenter
Isabelle Barlow-Jeffrey, Lead Scenic Artist
Jennifer Hedge, Head Scenic Artist
Karina Kalvaitis, Lead Properties
Mark Leigh, Associate Technical Director
Katharine Lemmon, Lead Wardrobe
Sandra McLellan, Head Wardrobe
Laura Merryweather, Lead Scenic Carpenter
Jessica Pratt, Head Make-up Artist
Jennifer Risk, Senior Cutter
Michael Slemon, Technical Director
Patric Sullivan, Lead Scenic Carpenter
Kristen Sands, Head Properties
Cristina Woods, Head Hair & Wigs

Under the Distinguished Patronage  
of Her Honour, The Honourable  
Wendy Cocchia, C.M., O.B.C., LL.D. (Hon),  
Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia
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For information 

on how you can join 

these philanthropic 

leaders and invest  

in the future of  

Pacific Opera 

Victoria, please 

contact Chelsea 

or Darlyn at 

250.382.1641

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE 
SPONSOR

Thank you
Thanks to you, music, stories, and creativity come alive in our community. You belong at  
the opera—and because of your support, artists and audiences experience the magic of opera 
on stage and beyond. From all of us at Pacific Opera Victoria, thank you for being part of this 
vibrant, creative art form!

DONORS AUGUST 2025 TO AUGUST 2026
Anonymous (68)

Anonymous, in memory of  
  Greta Shaya

Anonymous, in memory of  
  Roslyn Grey

Acera Insurance

10 Acres Bistro

Amy Adams & Dave Secord

Bob & Roberta Adams

Victor O. Aimey

ALACS Fund through  
  the Victoria Foundation

Rosalyn & Gordon Alexander

Pam Allen

Amica Senior Lifestyles

Anne & Patrick Anderson

APM Fund for the Arts through  
  the Victoria Foundation

Ashmead Law

Rowland Atkins & Garth Webber

Kristin Atwood

Ian & Gloria Back Fund through 
  the Victoria Foundation

Ms. Joan Backus

Mrs. Janet Bailey &  
  Mr. Peter Bailey

Matthew Baird & Heather Wood

George & Higgé Baker

Dr. Pervez (Perry) Bamji &  
  the late Annamaria Bamji

The Barry Family

Valerie Bauld

Michael S. J. Baxter

BC Arts Council

Ms. Lina Beaudet

Mr. Jayden Beaudoin

Bernard & Charlene Beck

Beehive Wool Shop

Mavis Begg

Allan & Donna Bell

Hanna Bendtsen &  
  Michael Kynaston

Benefaction Foundation

Erika Bennedik

Jackie Bennett

Louise Berry

Lynn Bieber-Weir

Reg & Susan Bird

Black Goat Cashmere

Heather H. Black

Blue Grouse Estate Winery

Barbara Gage Bolton

Ann Bonham

Susan Bonnyman

Elizabeth Borek

Stephanie Boswell Fund  
  at Benefaction

The Hon. Patricia Bovey, 
  in Celebration of Bill Pope

Dawn & Thom Bradley

Toni Bramley & David Kendall

Peter & Lorna Bray

Bray’s

Richard & Andrea Brimmell

Herman & Heike Brinkschulte

Dr. P.H. Brooke

Frances Bryan

Anne Marie Buchanan

James & Lembi Buchanan

Darren Buhr

Dr. B. & the late  
  Dr. S. Bulman-Fleming

Paul & Sharon Bundon

Martha Burd

Hildegard Burkart

Christina Burridge

Butchart Gardens

Butler Brothers Supplies Ltd

Jane Butler McGregor

Benjamin Butterfield

Christopher Butterfield &  
  Merrie-Ellen Wilcox

Alexander Bychkov & Olga Kiselev

C&C Growers

Elaine Calder, in memory of 
  William J. C. Bennett

Georgina & Edward Camilleri

George Campbell

Canada Council for the Arts

Canada Helps

Chanah Caplan

Dr. Margaret Carlson

Daniel Casey & Tom Caley

Brian Caughey & Janice Gautreau

Jeanne & Dick Cavaye

May Chan

Cheryl Chapple

Charitable Impact Foundation 
  Canada

Chateau Victoria

Chemainus Theatre

The Christopher Foundation

City of Victoria
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Ian & Marjorie Clark

Reva Clavier

Dr. Wendy A. Clay

Marjorie Clegg, in memory of  
  Tom McCool

Roland Clift

Ms. Helen Cluett

The Cobham Family, in memory of 
  Aubrey Cobham who sang with  
  Pacific Opera and chorus for 30 years

Dr. Lawrence D. Colebrook

Peter & Hilde Colenbrander

The Hon. Mary Collins

Ian Coneybeer, In memory of  
  the late Ron & Muriel Coneybeer 

Mary & the late Alan Coombes

Anne Cooper

Ms. Mary Cornish

Mr. Robert Coulter

Jenny Coy

Joy Crawford

CRD Arts & Culture Support Service

Lynda Cronin & Peter Heap

Louise Crossgrove

Crystal Cove Beach Resort

Deneen Cunningham

Barbara Currie

Ann Curry

Carola Daffner

Dance Victoria

Carol Dancer

Liz Datoo

David Spencer Memorial Fund for 
  Pacific Opera at Victoria Foundation

Trudy David, in memory of  
  Helmut Burke

Donna & John de Haan

Tony W. de Jong

Del Prado Design Studio

ViVi Therapy Integrated Health

Alain & Valerie Dessureault

Robert Dettling

Harry Diemer

Ms. Jean Dragushan

Commodore & Mrs. Jan Drent

Joanna Drewry

Eric & Wendy Dryden

Barbara Duffield

Peter & Bette Lynn Duncan

Barry Dutka

Ronald Dyck & Walter Stewart

Stan & Margaret Dzbik

Elanor Eason

Eldon & Anne Foote Fund for 
  Continuing Support at Edmonton 
  Community Foundation

Egon Baumann Fund for Pacific Opera 
  Victoria at the Victoria Foundation

Susan Ekholm

Sonia Engstad

Murray & Helen Erasmus

Gwyneth Evans & Gary Bauslaugh

Exeter Foundation through  
  the Victoria Foundation

Ahmed & Wendelin Ezzat

Fairmont Empress

Dr. Lloy Falconer

Murray & Lynda Farmer

Katherine Farris & Kit Pearson

Fastrac Printing Ltd.

The Tony & Mignon Fenton Trust

Diane Ferguson

Lyn Ferguson

Laura Ferreira

Susan Ferreira

Pat Firth

Bill Gorda & Lloyd Fisher

Patrick & Grethe Floyd

Liz & Bob Food

Barbara Foubister

Ellen & Marc Foulkes

Sherrill Fowler

Francis Jewellers

Walter Kuhn & Susanna Francis

Norma Friedmann

Gordon Fulton

Sheila & Richard 
  Furbacher

Tony & Laura Gage

Mrs. Alexandra Gardner

Gari & Grace Family Fund, held at  
  Vancouver Foundation

Robin & Jason Garnham

Dr. Joanne Gaul & Dr. Joseph Rallo

Rosemary Gaunt

Louyse Gauvin

Stephen Gay

Doug & Janette Geidt

Catherine Genge

Hannah Gibson

Gift Funds Canada

Deborah Gill & Stephen Cushing

Eleanor Gjelsten

Hilary Goeller

Alan & Paula Greene

Dana Griffith

Jan & Johanna GrootWassink 
  Endowment Fund, held at  
  Vancouver Foundation

Yvette Guigueno

Sean Guist

Irene Haigh-Gidora

Floyd R. Hall Fund for the Arts  
  through the Victoria Foundation

Mr. Ken Hall

Winifred Hall

Helga Hallgrimsdottir

Dorothea Hammond

William Hanna

Dr. Carol Hannon

Roy & Philomena Hanson

Michelle Hardy



Mr. Kelly Harms & Ms. Lara Wilson

Bill & Theresa Harper

Rhys & Terry Harrison

Carol Hartwig & Tom Croft

Joe & Linda Harvey

Bruce Harville, in honour of 
  Kimberley-Ann Bartczak

Emily W. Harville

Ereca Hassell & Peter Laughlin

Jane O. Hastings & in memory of 
  Jean Wilson

Jacqueline Pyke & Evan Hazell

Hermann Helmuth

Hendra Moving & Storage

Joanne Henning

Linda Lee & Jens Henriksen

Jamie & Susan Henwood

Tom & Diana Herbst

Jim & Betty Hesser

Hilliard Family Fund held  
  at Vancouver Foundation

June Hobart

Brian Holgate &  
  Carles Roch-Cunill

Leah Hollins

Michael Holmwood

Michiel Horn & Cornelia Schuh

Horne Coupar LLP

Hotel Grand Pacific

Dawn House & James Mattison

Robert Howell

Sara Hradecky

William W. Hsieh

Barbara Hubbard

Sandra Hudson

Ralph Huenemann &  
  Deirdre Roberts-Huenemann

Mary & Alan Hughes

Bill & Joan Huzar

Waltraud Hyatt

Il Covo Trattoria

Donald Inch

Colleen Ingoldsby & Vincent Roy

Irish Linen Stores

Andrew & Nola Jackson

Petra Janusas & Bill Majercsik

Pat Javorski & David Lemon

Mohan & Kathy Jawl

Robert & Devi Jawl

JB Lawyers LLP

JD Brandon Co

In memory of James Jeffery

Karen Jensen, in loving memory 
  of Dr. David H. Flaherty

John H. & Margery M. McEown 
  Trust for the Performing Arts 
  through the Victoria Foundation

Mr. David Johnson

Robert & Sydney Kalef

Ernest Kassian

Mark Keiserman

Steve Kelley

Dr. Mary A. Kennedy

Nancy Kenyon

Charlene White & Eric Kerr

Dr. Leslie King

Gwyneth & Bruce Kingham

Bindon Kinghorn & Linda Rajotte

Louise Klaassen

Gabriele Klein

Catherine Knight

Marc Koehn

In memory of Nicholas &  
  Karin Koerner

Motria Koropecky

Margaret Kortes

Geoff Krause

John & Brenda Krug

Joseph Kugler

Yvonne Kupsch

LA Limousines Inc.

Anne Landry

Francis Landy

P. D. Lawson

Duane & Murray Lecky-Harris

Christine Lee

Stephen & Cathy Lee

Dr. David & Yvonne Leeming

Dr. Brian Lentle

Robert Lewis & Shirley Solberg

Helen Lindholm

Michael & Grania Litwin

Mr. Patrick B. Lonergan

Jenny Lorentowicz

Marc & Patricia Lortie

Anita M. Loudon

Don & Charmaine Lovell

George E. Lovick

John Lucas

Lydia & Martin Wingate  
  Family Fund

Dr. Pauline Lysak

Ma Bear Foundation at  
  Raymond James Foundation

Corinne MacDonald

Diana & Robert MacDonald

Doug MacIntyre

Scott MacLean

Duane Macneill

Madrona Gallery

E. J. Makortoff

Marilena Cafe & Raw Bar

Mary Lou Marksteiner

Noreen Marshall & Mariann Burka

Julie Martay

John Martens

Barry Martin

Roberta Mason & Colin Wilson,  
  in memory of Marigold Wilson

Jacqueline Maxwell

Robbie May & the late Frank May

Margie I. Mayfield

Thomas Mayne Fund through  
  the Victoria Foundation

Blake McAllister

Doreen & Garth McBride

Although space 

limitations allow us to 

only list contributions 

of $150 or more, we 

gratefully acknowledge 

all contributions. Each 

gift helps to make 

Pacific Opera Victoria’s 

performances possible. 

To the donors not 

mentioned here,  

please accept our 

sincere thanks.
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John McCaig

Joan C. McCarter Foundation 
  through the Victoria Foundation

Laird & Pat McConvey

Regina McCullough

Jerry McDonald

Mr. Tom McDonald

Linda & Bruce McFarlane

Joan McGorman & the late  
  Robert McGorman

Dr. Justin McGrail

James McGrath

Kathryn McIntosh

Mary McIntosh

Mr. Rhys McKechnie

Paul McKibben & Heather Bindseil

David & Margot McLaren Moore

Arina McLean

Meredith McLean in honour of  
  Lois Voight Stockey

Peggy McLennan

R.H. Mcmillan

Mrs. Joan McNeely

Tracy & Andrew Melia

Dr. Helene Meunier & Jules

Ian Michaud

Allan & Virginia Miller

Robin J. Miller

Robert G. Milne

Graeme Mitchell & William Sgrazzutti

Jan & Ernest Molgat

Duncan Moodie & Faith Takeda

Mary Moody

Janet Morningstar & Robert Taylor

Verney Morris

Gary Moser & Lois Looman

William Moyer

Bruce Munro Wright

Sally & Eric Murphy

Stella Barbon

Aldo Nazarko & Linda Leone

Sara Neely

Mrs. Joyce Nemeth

Edith Newman

Doug & Barbara Newton

Wade Nott

Shirley Novak & Clive Hampton

Michael Nowlin

NRS Foundation through  
  the Victoria Foundation

Oak Bay Beach Hotel

Libuse & Jiri Obdrzalek

Paula O’Driscoll

Dudley Prestwich

Ian & Yvonne Oldaker

Stefan & Magda Opalski

Gail O’Riordan Climate &  
  the Arts Legacy Fund through  
  the Victoria Foundation

Cheryl Osborn

Marilyn Ottenhof

Dr. Sabina Pettitt / Pacific Essences

Pacific Opera Victoria Arts Renaissance 
  Fund at Victoria Foundation

Parkside Victoria Resort & Spa

Karen Payne

Gail & John Pearce

Gregory Pedersen

Pedersen’s Event Rentals

Mr. Andre Pekovich

René Peloquin & Isaiah Bell

Pendray Inn & Tea House

Linda Pendray

R. Joan Penny

Anne Percival

Mr. Giuseppe Pietraroia &  
  Ms. Marilyn Arsenault

Diane & Brian Pinch

Dick & Peggy Pitfield

Paul Plater

Brett Polegato

James Poll & Keven Dycke

Frances Pollet

Brian Pollick & 
  Heather Lindstedt

Drs. Bill Pope & 
  Elizabeth Tippett Pope

Mr. Merv Porath

Kim Potash & the late Barbara Potash

Raymond Protti & Laura Ruzzier

Sheila Protti

Province of British Columbia

Alan & Gwendoline Pyatt Foundation

David & Tracy Pyatt

The Quail Rock Foundation

Walter K. Quan

Robert Radke

Ian Rae &  
  Lesley Brager

Holly Ralph

Heather Raven

Raymond James Canada Foundation

RBC Wealth Management Dominion 
  Securities Delorme Kurz Gunning

Felix & Amelia Reitsma

Revelstoke Mountain Resort

Karan Riarh

David & Mary Robb

David Robbins & Susan Smitten

Robert & Devi Jawl Foundation

Ada Robinson

Roger J. Bishop Legacy Fund through  
  the Victoria Foundation

Dr. Frances Rosenberg

Colin & Erica Ross

Robert Dale Ross

Doug & Joan Roszmann

Donna M. Ruppel

Susan & John Russell

Sharon Russell



Ian Rye & Melina Boucher

The late Carole Sabiston & Jim Munro,  
  a founding member of the board

Carol Sakon

Salt Spring Sea Salt

Philip Salt & Kirsty Maxwell

Nory & Janet Saltman

Goksenin & Suzanne Sarioglu

Maureen R. Sawa

Maureen & Philip Sawkins

Terry Scandrett & Angela Bassage

Barbara A. Schau

Gerald & Chantelle Schieven

Jane & Emily Schudel

David Scoones & Jennifer Ash

Mel Scott & Annette Jolicoeur

Sheridan Scott & David Zussman

Christine Seaville

Phyllis Senese

Sameer Shah

Derek & Lilian Shaw

Dr. James Sherman

Mr. & Mrs. Jason & Samantha Sherman, 
  in memory of Vincenza Cameron

Jocelyn & William Shoichet

Mrs. Rosemary Short

Alan Siaroff

Tom & Terri Siemens

Chris Siver & Melissa Mills

Dr. Ronald Skelton

Jane Francis & Dave Skilling

Lorraine Skinner & Greg Leake

Skydive Vancouver Island

Christon Smith

Marilyn & Stephen Smith

Fumi Somogyi, in memory of  
  Dr. William Somogyi

Anthony & Darlene Southwell

Sydney Sparling

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Spratt

Katherine St. John

Dominic Courtenay St. John Hall

Christine St. Peter

Rossini Charitable Fund through 
  Raymond James Canada Foundation

Douglas Stephen

Andy Stephenson

Randy Stetson

Lynda & David Strong

Ann Strother

Studio 106

James Vitti & Brigitte Sutherland

Don Swystun

Jane Taylor Lee

Gwendolynne Taylor

Pamela & Ron Taylor

Anne Taylor

Isaac Thomas

Maldwyn & Beverley Thomas

Tanabe/Thorne Fund, held  
  at Vancouver Foundation

Leda Townshend

Tim & Heather Travers

Reeta & Michel Tremblay

Triple Spiral Metaphysical Gifts

Stanley Tse

David & Nancy Turner

Jane Turpie

Michael & Anne Tyler Fund for  
  the Arts at the Victoria Foundation

Guy Tyrwhitt-Drake

Mr. Denis Ulanov

Matt & Jean Valikoski

N. & C. van der Westhuizen

Vancouver Foundation

P. Vanderley

Vessel Liquor

Ms. Ellen Vesterdal

Victoria Foundation

Victoria Regent Waterfront Hotel  
  & Suites

Victory Charters

Silvia Vilches

Alexandra Volkoff

Elisabeth Wagner

Paul & Christine Walde

Dr. Sandra E. Cowan Walker

David & Andrea Warner

Pam Warrington-Genge

Terry Freitag

Erica Westbrook

Westcoast Ethos Massage

Susan P. Wetmore

Drs. Patrick & Diana White

Jane Whiteley

Deborah Wickins

Janice Williams

John Dives & Shelley Williams

Don Wilson

Elizabeth Wilson

Karen Wilson

Dr. Lydia Wingate, in memory  
  of Dr. Martin Wingate

Brayden Wise

Valerie Witham

Marilyn Wolovick

Deborah & Derek Wolstenholme

Gillian Wood

WP Investments Ltd.

Maurice & Anne Petrie Yacowar

Launette Rieb & Michael Yahgulanaas

Kent & Eleanor Yakel

Carol Yaple

Barbara & David Young

Ken & Jenny Yule

Gordon Yusko

Anne Zerrath



 1007 Fort Street, 4th Floor  ∙  Victoria BC  V8V 3K5  ∙  250-385-5787 
jblawyers.ca

The lawyers and staff of JB Lawyers LLP are dedicated to serving  
the communities of Vancouver Island in the areas of Business 
Law, Real Estate Law, Wills, Trusts & Estates, and Family Law. 

Nathan C. Lampard 
Robert J. Millar 
Matthew L. Roberts

Robert G. Milne 
Noel P. Lenaghan 
Raya D. J. Mackenzie 

Pheng C. Heng 
Matthew N. Dolmage 
Connor A. Swick

Proud supporter of 
Pacic Opera Victoria 
and sponsor of 
President’s Circle events

Paul M. Bundon (Associate Counsel)

JB Lawyers 2026 ads.qxp_JB Law ad 26-02 POV Trovatore  2026-09-09  4:48 PM  Page 1



50
YEARS OF LOCAL HOSPITALITY

PROUD HOTEL SPONSOR OF
PACIFIC OPERA VICTORIA

A Story Forged in Fire,   A Story Forged in Fire,



Live at the 

Baumann
A COLLECTION OF PAY-WHAT-YOU-WANT EVENTS, 

BRINGING YOU CLOSER TO THE ART FORM YOU LOVE

Performances • Conversations • Music 

Inside Opera

HANSEL & GRETEL

Explore a dark and touching take 
on the beloved fairytale, filled 

with danger, wonder, and 
unforgettable music.

JANUARY 24, 2027 | 1 & 4 PM

Learn & Explore. Uncover the 
stories behind each opera, hosted by 

Robert Holliston.

Musical Midday Tonic
Connect & Participate. Experiences curated 

for belonging & well-being.

Humperdinck’s

THE MAGIC FLUTE

Explore the music, characters, 
and ideas behind a fantastical 

journey filled with trials, 
transformation, and magic.

MARCH 7, 2027 | 1 & 4 PM

Mozart’s

MERRY MELODY-MAKING RECITAL

Light up the season with memories 
and join a sing-along! 

DECEMBER 3, 2026 | NOON

SHUFFLE RECITAL

You choose the order! Vote on songs 
and create a one-time only emotional 

ride through song. 

JANUARY 21, 2027 | NOON

VOICES IN BLOOM RECITAL

Let this musical journey stir your spirit 
and melt your heart as we welcome 

spring.

APRIL 15, 2027 | NOON

Evening Exchange
Discover & Engage. Where music is the 

beginning of the conversation. 

FOUND IN TRANSLATION

Explore Indigenous and 
newcomer languages in arias 

and songs in this celebration of 
connection and culture with local 

speakers and Elders. 

OCTOBER 29, 2026 | 7 PM

RAISING OUR VOICES

Music and story celebrate the 
rich heritage of French Canada. 

Local singers and storytellers 
bring folk songs and 

traditional tales to life alongside 
classic French repertoire. 

MAY 20, 2027 | 7 PM

ALL EVENTS ARE PAY WHAT YOU WANT.

THE BAUMANN CENTRE - 925 BALMORAL ROAD

SCAN QR CODE FOR UPDATES & DETAILS



Bravo Society
The Bravo Society honours and recognizes the generosity and vision of those who have left  

a charitable gift to Pacific Opera Victoria in their wills or estate plans.

As they remembered us, so we remember them. We gratefully recognize the support  
and generosity of those whose bequests were realized recently:

Lady Elizabeth Chatfield 

BRAVO SOCIETY MEMBERS

BRAVO SOCIETY 
SPONSORS 

If you would like 

information on 

becoming a Bravo 

Society Member or 

including Pacific 

Opera in your will 

and estate planning, 

please contact Ian at 

250.382.1641

Anonymous (10)

Alice Albert

Pamela Allen 

Ian & Gloria Back

Dr. Pervez (Perry) 
  Bamji & the late  
  Annamaria Bamji

Pauline Barnes

Barbara & John Barton

Colin J. Bennett &  
  Robin Bayley

Hanna Bendtsen

Jane Butler McGregor

Chanah Caplan

Margaret & the late  
  Glen Carlson

Jeanne & Dick Cavaye

Ms. Loretta Chaperon

Dr. Lawrence  
  D. Colebrook

Ann Coombs

Sheridan Cooper

Louise Crossgrove

Diane Dale

Carol Dancer

Donna & John de Haan

Alain & Valerie 
  Dessureault

Ronald Dyck &  
  Walter Stewart

Diane Ferguson

Heather Fisher

The late Jane &  
  Larry Forster

Barbara & Shirley 
  Foubister

Jane Francis &  
  Dave Skilling

Terry Freitag

Jan & Johanna 
  GrootWassink

Floyd R. Hall Fund  
  for the Arts

Winifred Hall

Dr. Carol Hannon

Joe & Linda Harvey

Michael Harvey

Mr. Bill Herriot

Trisha House

Bruce & Barbara 
  Housser

Barbara Hubbard

Karen L Jensen

Brian Johnston

The late Gary Karr &  
  the late Harmon Lewis

Dr. Mary Kennedy

Mary F. Kennedy

The late Diane Kettner

Joan & Daryl Kyba

Bruce Lemire-Elmore

Dr. Brian Lentle

Glynis Leyshon &  
  Richard Brownsey

Helen Lindholm

Jane Lynn Logan

Don & Charmaine 
  Lovell

Jeannie MacDonald

Nicole Malcolm

Regina McCullough

Mrs. Joan McNeely

Dr. Celso Enriquez 
  Mendoza

Robin J. Miller

Ruth Miller

Robert G. Milne

Gary Moser

Aldo Nazarko

Mrs. Jeanne Padmore

Gail & John Pearce

Richard & Della Pears

Diane Perry

Raymond Protti

Heather Raven

Mikki Richards

Sylvia Rickard

Ian Rye &  
  Melina Boucher 

The late Carole Sabiston

Christine Seaville

Mrs. Rosemary Short

Canon & the late  
  Mrs. S.R. Sinclair

Arlene Skerrett

Jill Stainforth

Robert Sterling &  
  the late Willian  
  W. McNeill

Ruth & Gerhard Suter

Gwendolynne Taylor & 
  Robin Durkin

Joanna Verano &  
  Eduardo Hermosa

James Vitti

Kate & Daniel  
  von Känel

Kaaren E. Wallis

Herbert Weil

Deborah Wickins

Joan Wiggins &  
  Graham Lamb

Lydia Wingate

Deborah & Derek 
  Wolstenholme



Wise tax planning can reduce taxes payable and maximize the impact of 
your estate, allowing you to help your heirs and Pacific Opera Victoria.

Andriana Chuchman as Eurydice, Suzanne Rigden as Amore, with members of the Pacific Opera Chorus in Orpheus & Eurydice. 
Pacific Opera Victoria, 2026. Emily Cooper Photography.

MEMORIAL FUND 

Stephanie Boswell

Rex Pendril Brown

Robert & Jo Durie

In memory of  
Barry Gilson

Lorna Partridge

Larry Ryan

Canon Elizabeth St Clair Stewart  
(Aqueduct Foundation)

Mrs. Cora Shaw

In memory of Maryla Waters

Brenda F. Whittingham

Betty Wilkinson

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Chair Gary Moser

Secretary-Treasurer  
Deneen Cunningham

Vice Chair Dick Cavaye

Chief Executive Officer Ian Rye

Evan Hazell
Barbara Hubbard
Robert Milne
Deborah Wolstenholme

Pacific Opera Victoria Foundation
Creating a legacy for opera in our community
The Pacific Opera Victoria Foundation currently stewards $14M in gifts. These assets help to keep opera 

alive and thriving in our community for generations to come. Please consider a gift in your will. 

LEGACY FUND 

Helen Balczewska

Annamaria Bamji Fund

Canada Cultural  
Investment Fund

Eric & Shirley Charman

Lady Elizabeth Chatfield

Sheridan Cooper

Robert Bruce Dutton

Marsha Hanen

Helen Pletsch

Melitta Schwaiger

Vern Scott

Greta Shaya

AINSWORTH CARTER FUND  •  EGON BAUMANN FUND  •  DAVID H. FLAHERTY FUND  

DAVID SPENCER FUND  •  RUTH AND GERHARD SUTER FUND  •  VOIGT STOCKEY FUND  

LYDIA & MARTIN WINGATE FAMILY FUND

Peter Symcox

Michael Ronald Tyler

Dr. Gaelen Thornley de Wolf

David A. Watmough

Rachel Wyatt



FROM LEFT: Heather Fisher,  Paula Bosenberg, Mark Horne K.C., Fiona Hunter, Caroline Deane, John F. Coupar

Have peace of mind knowing that your legal affairs are being handled by a firm which has served Victoria for over 

80 years. The lawyers at Horne Coupar LLP have an exceptional depth of experience in Wills, Estate and Trust 

Planning (including tax efficient wealth transfer), Estate Administration, Estate Litigation, Executor, Trustee and 

Power of Attorney Services, Family Law, Incapacity Planning, Corporate Law, and Real Estate Law. 

To schedule an appointment please call 250-388-6631.
Main Office: 3rd Floor – 612 View St. 

Oak Bay Office: 202-2187 Oak Bay Avenue

Phone (both offices): 250.388.6631 

Toll free: 1 866 467 2490

Website: www.hornecoupar.com

THE PARTNERS OF

PROUDLY SUPPORT THE BRAVO SOCIETY



RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities 
Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / TM Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. © 2024 RBC 
Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 24_90851_V3W_009

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

We’re passionate wealth management professionals – coaches, problem-solvers and drivers of 
your financial success. We pride ourselves on bringing elevated skills and service to your wealth 
plan. From time-tested investment strategies to suit your ambitious goals, to sound financial 
planning that truly simplifies your life, this is wealth planning made for what matters most to you.

Your path to financial success 
starts with personal care

Delorme Kurz Gunning Private Wealth 
of RBC Dominion Securities 
www.delormekurz.com



Insurance this refined 
is one-of-a-kind. 

Be certain.
acera.ca

High-quality coverage to protect  
your high-value assets.
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Improve Your 
Business Performance
Get your business connected to the right audience.

It’s as simple as this:
1. We find the right people for you  to talk to.

2. We help you deliver your message  directly to them.

3. We measure results, improve and repeat.

Call 250 882 2765 today | Info@fastracprint.com | Fastracprint.com
We are a proud sponsor of Pacific Opera Victoria

DIRECT MARKETING

• Data-driven marketing

• Data analysis and list acquisition

• Campaign planning and management

• Experienced advice and guidance

• High quality digital printing

Uncover surprising new 
opportunities to grow 
your business



Opera is for  
You(th)
BIG VOICES.  
BIG STORIES.  
LIVE MUSIC. 
At prices that won’t 
break the piggybank.

NEW THIS YEAR
YOUTH TICKETS  
STARTING FROM

$20
EVERY SHOW.  
EVERY SEAT.

Experience Pacific Opera Victoria at 
the Royal Theatre for less, no matter 
which performance you choose.

MORE WAYS TO SAVE
$15

STUDENT RUSH
Available one hour 

before each  
performance.

COMMUNITY PREVIEWS
Available through participating 

schools and Ticket Access 
Program partners.

DISCOUNT FOR 30 & 
YOUNGER MEMBERS
Join the community and 

get half-price tickets.

Come see what all 
the drama is about

LEARN MORE

Jake Apricity 
Hetherington as The 

Little Prince and Emma 
Parkinson as the Fox in 
The Little Prince, Pacific 
Opera Victoria 2025. 

Photo by Tim Matheson.

Andriana Chucman as 
Eurydice with a dancer 
from Ballet Victoria in 
Orpheus & Eurydice, 
Pacific Opera Victoria 
2026. Photo by Emily 

Cooper 

$15 50%



MICHAEL NICOLL YAHGULANAAS
B L A C K  F R A M E
O C T O B E R  1 0 - 2 3

W W W . M A D R O N A G A L L E R Y . C O M



Irish Linen Stores

Selling Linens of Distinction Since 1910!

Outstanding selection of Irish and European table

linens and more. Beautiful tablecloths, runners,

placemats and napkins, as well as a huge selection of 

tea towels, handkerchiefs, and knitwear.

(250) 383-6812

irishlinenvictoria.com

Now at 665 Fort Street!

Young  
Singers
WANTED
YOUNG SINGERS (AGE 8-16) FOR

The Magic Flute
AUDITIONS 
MONDAY DECEMBER 14

EMAIL KIM@PACIFICOPERA.CA 
FOR MORE INFORMATION
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Established within the Pacific Opera Victoria Foundation, 

the David H. Flaherty Fund honours the memory and 

enduring legacy of a devoted patron whose vision, 

leadership, and generosity helped shape Pacific Opera 

Victoria for decades. David believed deeply in the power 

of opera to enrich lives, inspire audiences, and strengthen 

our community. The Fund carries that belief forward by 

providing lasting support for Pacific Opera Victoria’s artistic, 

educational, and community programs.

By contributing to the David H. Flaherty Fund or 

including Pacific Opera Victoria in your estate plans, you 

can help shape the future of the art form you love, 

just as David did.

Create a Legacy for Opera
A love of opera can last a lifetime — and beyond.

David H. Flaherty
In loving memory 1940 – 2022

To learn more, please contact Ian Rye at  ian@pacificopera.ca or  
visit pacificopera.ca/support/leave-a-legacy.

Yongzhao Yu as Cavaradossi and Catherine Thornsley as Tosca in Pacific Opera Victoria’s Tosca, 2026. David Cooper Photography.
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PROUD SUPPORTER OF PACIFIC OPERA VICTORIA

HARMONY?

DO YOU KNOW THAT YOUR
SOUL IS COMPOSED OF

SHOP | PACIFICESSENCES.COMSHOP | PACIFICESSENCES.COM

~ LEONARDO DA VINCI

RESONATE WITH THE HEALING 
VIBRATIONS OF NATURE



REMEMBERING  
MARY’S WEDDING

N O V E M B E R  6  |  7 : 3 0  P M 
N O V E M B E R  7  |  4 : 0 0  P M

T H E  BAU M A N N  C E N T R E

The story of Mary’s Wedding returns in a new 
form, adapting the 2011 opera for narrator, two 
singers, and piano to tell a moving story of love 

in the shadow of the First World War.

T I C K E T S
$ 4 0 $ 2 0 $ 6 0
ADULT YOUTH *IN REMEMBERANCE

*50% of In Rememberance Tickets proceeds benefiting the Esquimalt Military 
Family Resource Centre.

INFO + TICKETS 
PACIFICOPERA.CA

This event is made possible by an extraordinary gift from 
Robert G. Milne, in honour of Larry Ryan.

MAY 29 & 30, 2027 
LIVE AT THE 
THE BELFRY THEATRE

Michel Tremblay’s landmark of Québec 
theatre, reimagined as opera. 

 
One woman encounters herself at five 

stages of life in an exploration of 
memory, identity, and a society 

transformed by Québec’s 
Quiet Revolution.

Co-presented by

PAY WHAT YOU WANT TICKETS
pacificopera.ca



Behind every performance is a community of people whose talent, dedication, and 

imagination make that shared moment possible.  

This is why we launched the Heart of Opera campaign, to create bold new artistic 

experiences, open doors for young people and artists, and build a more sustainable 

future for opera.

The Heart of Opera Campaign features four pillars: 

Centre Stage creates new ways to experience opera through original 

productions and multi-generational programming. 

Youth and Opera opens the door for young people to discover, create, 

and find their own place in the art form.

Artists at the Centre supports the professional development of artists 

whose talent and creativity are essential to our work.

Sustainability is helping us rethink how we create, produce, and share 

opera with future generations in mind.

What started as an ambitious goal of $2 million is now within reach, thanks to the 

generosity of those who quietly stepped forward over the past year. 

Today, we are delighted to share this opportunity with our entire community, 

and invite you to join those who have already helped bring us this far.  

Donate online at pacificopera.ca/donate or contact Chelsea at  

chelsea@pacificopera.ca | 250-382-1641 to help bring incredible operatic  

moments to life.  

Heart of Opera Campaign

Andriana Chuchman as Eurydice 
and Christian Sanders as Orpheus 
in Orpheus & Eurydice, Pacific Opera 
Victoria, 2026. Photo by Emily 
Cooper Photography
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The Butler family salutes Pacific Opera Victoria.
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Pacific Opera Victoria Sponsors

SEASON SPONSOR

Support the businesses that support opera

IN-KIND 
SPONSORS

OPERA PARTNERS

INN & TEA HOUSE

SEASON UNDERWRITERS

Bravo Society Sponsor

President’s Circle 
Sponsor

Bravo Society Sponsor

Print & Marketing Sponsor

PRODUCTION SPONSORS

Production Sponsor
Il trovatore

VENUE  
PARTNER

Host Hotel

Matinée Sponsor

Stage Design Sponsor



ANNUAL OPERATING SUPPORT PROVIDED BY

Pacific Opera Victoria works and creates on the traditional lands of the lək̓ʷəŋən speaking people, now known as the Songhees and Xʷsepsəm Nations.


